
Yosuke Sorita

Racism in Japan

I think there is discrimination among Japanese people. This is 
because discrimination has a long history and is based on the value of
each individual, even if the SDGs set a goal of eliminating 
discrimination. For example, sex, or so-called gender issues, which 
have become an international issue, bullying children, human rights of
the elderly, and human rights of people with disabilities. Moreover, 
not only is an important foundation of culture and tradition being lost 
as the people of culture are aging due to the policy of assimilation but
discrimination and prejudice in employment, marriage exist and harm 
some people on the basis of ethnicity. I will now introduce three 
specific types of discrimination that are practiced in Japan.
  First of all, this is a children’s issue. The social environment 
surrounding children is changing with the times, and these changes 
are affecting children in various ways. Insidious bullying, an increase 
in abuse by parents and others, corporal punishment by teachers and 
others, suicide, truancy, violence at school, child prostitution, and 
child pornography in Japan and abroad, and other serious issues 
surrounding children's human rights are on the rise. I often see people
being bullied at school due to prejudice and discrimination when I'm 
also living my student life. In order to prevent this from happening, it 
is the responsibility of adults to build a society where children can 
grow up in a safe and healthy way and educate them correctly.
  Second, The issue of discrimination and human rights is unique to 
Japan. Discrimination arising from the status system and socially 
formed attitudes of the people, which have been shaped by Japan's 
historical development, has become a serious social problem. One 
such example is the unholy and non-hinin status that existed in the 
Edo period. This status system led to severe discrimination for some 
people in all aspects of life, including housing, work, marriage, and 
dating. I'm still too young to understand much of the past, but it's a 
little disappointing to think that there are still people who take issue 
with these things.
  Thirdly, It is discrimination against foreigners. People from many 
different countries come to Japan as workers, students, and tourists. 
While this is a natural sense in a globalized world, there are cases of 
people being denied residence and employment because of their 
foreignness, and harassment for being half or quartered. Of course, 
there are Japanese people who do not have prejudice and 



discrimination. However, this problem is a real phenomenon, even if it
is a part of the problem. I had a friend in junior high school who was a 
good friend of mine in the quarter, and I have heard and seen him 
being harassed by other people sometimes. I have also thought about
why this happens. Since there are many people who try to understand
each other, I thought that discrimination occurs in part because there 
are many people who try to understand each other, but also because 
some of the hate speeches spread, which may contribute to 
discrimination, or in part because of the historical discrimination the 
Japanese people have suffered in the past.
  In conclusion, there is discrimination among Japanese people. I 
honestly believe that it is impossible to eliminate discrimination from 
Japan. This is because, I think discrimination is less and less prevalent
than in the past, but in reality, it is just not a problem in many places, 
because there is a lot of discrimination going on. In addition, it 
depends on each person’s approach to value.


