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CREATIVE THINKING EXERCISES 
 

THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX-ANSWER KEY 
(PAGE 194, JOB SAVVY, 5TH EDITION) 

 
Exercise 1:  Most people see that the dots make a square. So they think they can’t make their lines 
go outside this box.  However, the instructions don’t place this limit.  You can’t solve the problem 
unless you go outside the lines, as shown here. 
        
        

 
 
 
 

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        

 
A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE 

(PAGE 194, JOB SAVVY, 5TH EDITION) 

 
Exercise 2:  You were told to cross out five letters to find one familiar word.  Most people will try 
to follow this instruction by crossing out exactly five (5) letters.  However, the way to solve the 
problem is to cross out the words FIVE LETTERS. 

 

F   H   I   E   V   L   E   I   L   C   E   O   T   P   T   T   E   E   R   R   S 
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