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 It’s been a long time since we last saw each other. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Oh, that’s right it since my ordination. You work with the youth I see. What have I been up to? Right now, I’m back in school. Just recently started on-line at San Diego Christian College, hoping to get my bachelor’s. My studies are in Christian Ministries. 
 It is very challenging, scheduling is my biggest issue. In fact, right now I’m playing catch up trying to get in my assignments that are overdue. It’s worth the hard work though. The material we are covering is good and very eye-opening. . I’ve gotten to know Jesus so much better and now see him in such a different light. In fact, the book for this course is called Four Portraits one Jesus by author Mark Strauss. I’m going through the journey of the Gospels like never, and hey I’m sorry I get so excited and can go on and on. But the last time we talked you told me you were having some trouble believing the Bible and what it says about Jesus. You still got doubts? This is what you should do if you got a minute?  Excellent that bench looks fine. . So, you’re having trouble trusting the different accounts of the same story. You’re a very intelligent person and I’m confident that you will make the right decision after we’ve finished. 
It’s easy to see how you might be confused, you’re not alone so don’t feel bad. I want to show you what we’re reading.  because you are not the type of person that is given to nonsense. You’ll appreciate this.  Let’s look at the Gospels and Mr. Strauss book together. You’ve read them before I know but never like this and would you mind praying for God’s Spirit to lead and guide us into ALL truth. Here turn to page 27, where according to Strauss the Gospels were historical in at least three ways. First, they have a history of composition. The Gospel authors drew on traditions and sources available to them at that time to compile their works. Second, the Gospels are historical in that they are set in a specific historical context. This setting is first-century Palestine during the period called the Roman Rule. Third, the Gospels are historical in that they are meant to convey accurate historical information. I want you to read this it shows the writer Luke’s intention to write from a historical perspective. 
 Luke leaves no doubt by stating [ Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. — Luke 1: 1 – 4]
 [Strauss, Mark L.; Strauss, Mark L.. Four Portraits, One Jesus: A Survey of Jesus and the Gospels (p. 27). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.]
 I
Can you just consider what the Gospel’s recorded of Jesus what he said and did? The fact that these men left everything and followed him. They were so convinced of the truths they witnessed many risked their lives to write down what each one encountered. My friend have you ever seen a religion face such opposition? I think you should read this 
The Gospel writer’s belief wasn’t formed by mysterious teachings or religious folklores. Yet It’s founded on the earlier person and work of Jesus All the gospels point to a God who interacted with human beings throughout time, how God came in the form of a human namely Jesus John 1:1 Where it states Jesus is the word that became flesh. “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith” (1 Cor. 15: 14). For Paul, as for the Gospel writers, the historicity of these events confirms the truth of Christianity. If they’re good enough for the Apostle Paul then, the Gospels are good enough for me. How about you my friend? Look at it this way If we were in a court of law. Listening to witnesses wouldn’t you be more comfortable finding truth in the accounts of witnesses that have multiple similarities. The Gospels all relay the same message in different version. The one message that important to us all we have a God that loves us so much, He through his only begotten Son died for our sins and rose with victory over death, hell and the grave. If I was your enemy I wouldn’t want you to believe either. Like I said before, you are very intelligent, with all this evidence are you ready to embrace the truth? Amen my friend Let’s pray.
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