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Essay on Martin Luther King Jr.’s  I Have a Dream Speech  by Daiane M

Soto Alves

Martin  Luther  King Jr.  stood in  front  of  the  whole country  with a  vision  that  was both

important and timeless. He stood up for fairness, justice, and the rights of all people. He

wanted kids of all races to grow up together, not judging them by their skin color but by who

they are as people. This was not just a political goal for King; it was a moral calling. He

thought  that  America  couldn't  really  keep  its  promise  until  everyone  had  freedom  and

fairness. He fought because he believed that love is stronger than hate and that justice must

win over oppression.

It was very important for him to reach this goal because it was about more than just civil

rights; it was about the heart of the country. America would stay divided, broken, and not true

to its founding ideals if there were no equality. King knew that injustice in one place is a

threat to justice in all places. He dreamed of a world where people could walk together as

brothers and sisters, heal wounds, and bring communities back together. He knew that if he

didn't  go after this  dream, people would keep suffering from fear  and discrimination for

generations to come. Reaching the dream meant making room for hope, opportunity, and the

kind of community that God wants on earth.

As a Methodist pastor, I hear John Wesley's words in King's: "Do all the good you can, by all

the means you can,  in all  the ways you can.  Wesley believed that  faith  ought not  to be

concealed; it should be manifested through acts of love, mercy, and justice. King held the

same view. His dream was not just about changing himself; it was also about social holiness,

which means that God's grace should change society as much as it changes people. King's

vision and Wesley's teaching are similar because they both show us that true faith is brave,

active, and cares about the well-being of others.



What  would  I  stand  up  for?  I  would  fight  for  love  to  be  stronger  than  hate  and  for

communities to be like the kingdom of God, where everyone is valued. I would fight for

justice that applies to everyone, not just some people. I agree with King that the dream is not

just about me; it's about all of us. It is about living as one family under God, where walls

come down and bridges go up. To fight for this dream is to honor both King's legacy and

Wesley's call, and to live out the gospel in a way that changes both people and communities.

King's dream wasn't just his own in the end. We all had a dream that we had to keep. It is a

call to keep working for justice, to show love through action, and to never get tired of doing

good. His words remind us that the dream is still alive when we choose to do what is right,

see each other as children of God, and live with courage and compassion. That is the battle

worth fighting, and that is the dream worth living for.

Blessings!
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