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I HAVE SPENT MUCH OF THE §UMMER

talking to people who witnessed Dr. Mar-

tin Ll血er King匹speech 5O yearS agO

this mo蘭h. W址le reaching back through

time to understand血at day, I cdlected

a series ofphotog重aPhs ofKing on my

COmPuter. At some poim I noticed some-

拙ng in瓜ese images. In most ofthem,

King’s arm is outstretched toward血e

CroWd, hand held high, Palm open. The

Way yOu might raise hands over someone

in church wllO is standing in the need of

Prayer. As my reI)0血g took me back to

工963-a year Oftunult and bloodshed in

the fighi for racial equality-」 realized

血at as King was reaching out over the

CrOWd, he might as well have been reach-

ing up to touch the sun.

The things he musedわout in that

SPeeCh were血e stu紅of fantasy in 1963.

You needed more than just血e andacity

Ofhope to imagine that states ``sweIter-

ing with the heat of oppression" could

be “transformed into an oasis offreedom

and justice.’’Even things that seem ro廿

tine today-the idea that “l軸e black

boys and black gi事Is wi11 be able to join

hands with little white boys and white

girls as sisters and bro吐ers’」were well

outside血e bounds ofreasonable expecta-

tions in 1963. So howfirhave we come

Since that hot August day when thou-

Sands flocked to VAshington? Ha§ King’s

dream been achieved?

血§Ome Way§血e Am証ca oftoday

has even exceeded what he allowed him-

Selfto envision. Fifty years after King

delivered his speech, anOther black man

will stand at the Lincoln Memorial to ad-

dre§S the mas§eS-ihis time at a lectem

embellished wi血a presidentiaI seal.

And the crowd assembled to hear Barack

Obama will include women, minorities

and immigrants who have clin庇d a

ladder of upward mch址ty血at sinply

did not exist丘ve decade§ agO. There wi11

also be people in血at crowd who can lock

into their own past and remember a time

when they once enforced or embraced

Segregation, nOt neCeSSarily out of hatred

but because that is just the way it was.

Rabid segregationists may have been the

Piston§ that kept Jim Crow segregation

humming’but apathy and the go-along-

to-ge観long menta量ity血eled the engine

of racist America.

King knew that, and it is why

血roughout 1963 his speeches, his

interviews and his αLe憤er From a Bir-

mingham Jail’’were aimed not just at

dispossessed blacks but also at αdo noぬ-

ingism" among moderate whites who

he said were償more devoted to `order’

th狐to ju証ce." His wo血s和也e L血co血

Memorial were directed not only to the

as§emblage but also to the much larger

and largely white au血ence血at would

be listehing on the radio or watching

black-andwhite TVs. When you look at
tho§e tWO historic tent pde§ SPammg

a. halfcentury一一the preacher and the

Presidenトit is clear that i調efutable as-

pects of King’s dream have been realized.

King封awyer Clarence Jones, Who helped

draft血e March on Vねshington speech,

said those who worked dosely w轟h King
鱗never coritemplated the possibi耽y of a

black Pre討dent in our life血nes.’’

But a§ We meaSure PrOgre§S Since that

SWeltering day in August, are We uSmg

the right mile stick?

America twice elected a President

who is black. That’s one for the history

books-but so too was血e day that same

President visited the White House brief

ing工oom to remind Anerica that while

the wo血d rises up to meet him a§ leader,

as a black man he might have a hard time

hailing a cわoutside the White House.

Speaking of the not-guilty verdict in the

Ⅲayvon Martin case’Obama said,傭I

think it is ixportant to recognize that the

AfricanAmerican community is Iocking

at this i§Sue through a set of experiences

and a history that doesn’t go away” With

也at statement, the distance between the

preacher and the Preside競was much ljke

an image in an automobile’s sideview

mlr富Or: OBJECTS IN MIRROR ARE CI‘OSER

虹can often §eem that King’s dream

ha§ almost completely up§taged his to-do
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1ist. The full name ofthe 1963 eVe加WaS

the March on Washington for Jbbs and

Freedom, and the organizers realized that

if thousands of people were flocking to

the natichs capital, then the demands

Ought not be血zzy. Plamers distrr山ted

OrganlZmg manuals that detailed the

reasons for the grand e紐)rt. “What We

Demand"-」he manual stated. The an-

swer wa§ a lOPOim plai that included
``dignified jds at dece競wages: “de§egre-

gation of a11 school districts" and a ban on
discrimination in ``all housing supported

by federal funds.”
鱗WhyWeMarch"-廿remanual

SPened that out too. "Tb redress old griev-

ance§ and to help resoIve an American

crisis... bom ofthe twin evils of racism

and economic deI)rivation.’’

Thatla§tbitgotlostovertheyear§・

How does one assess the current state of

King’s dream without also examining

the items on that wish list that have yet

to be realized? There is little doul)t that

had he lived, King today would be con-

Cerned about prison rates, nmrder rates,

WarS and persistent racial inequa耽y-

the so-Called opportunity gap. That

SPeCific耽t of demands for the March on

ⅥねShington for Jchs and Freedom also

§uggeStS血at King would be particularly

upsetわout the growing wealth gap.

Considerthecruelironyinanowfa-

miliar image. King’s name adoms maJOr

thoroughfares in many Åmerican cities・

and most often the name of the civil

rights icon is attached to streets that run

through com脚皿ities of color. But those

street§ are tOO Often boulevards ofbro-

ken dreams and limited opportunities.

While the black and Lat主no middle class

is growing,五nancial stability sti11 re-

mains beyond reach for a large sector of

SOCiety. Since the mid-197OS’the unem-

Ploymeut rate for捉cks has consisten廿y

b een roughly dout庇the unempIoyment

rate for whites. Even the concept of

wealth is relative when asses§ed in black

and white terms. The median wealth

ofblack families in which the head of

household graduated from college is less

than the median wea虹h for white fami-

1ies who§e head of hou§ehold dropped

Out Ofhi弧school. Eighty-五ve percent

ofblack and Latino households have a

net worth that falls below the median

wealth for white households. CIosing

the gap would require black and Latino

households to save lOO(‰ oftheir in-

COmeS for three consecutive years. Talk

めout trying to touch the §un・

血血e decades following the March

onwashington’rmCh ofthe wo血fo-

cused on integration. n wa§ Often about

terrain: Who got to go to what schooIs or
live in what neighbo血oods? Who had

access to the manageme競track? There

were busing, a組rmative action, e〔甲aし

OPPOrtunity programs and divers主ty

training. The耽suIt of a11 those e紙競s

can be §unmed up q11ite power細Iy in

six simple words: “We wanted equalfty

We got i鵬egration:,

Those six words recently aHived in

my inbox from Rondrea Danie耽Mat重1is

ofThmpa. For the past three years I have

been co皿ec血g sixword stories on race

and cultural iden龍y at血e Race Card

Project to help foster a dialogue on dif

ferences and to better understand the

experience around race in America. More

than 3O,OOO PeOPle have血ared their sto-

ries, and cdlectively血ey provide pote血

lessons for us all. One ofthe things I have

co皿e tO reaHze during this summer ret-

rospective is that the equa旗y King caned

for invoIves not pky§ical te調ain but the

geography ofthe mind. What kind of
baggage do we carrty? What as§umPtions

do we maka What kinds ofboxes do we
Check offor put people in... or even cre一

郭eあ喜ou工SdveS?

冊y this exercise. Read the fonowing

desc垂itions and visualize the people

from these scenarios in your mind: A

banker. A chief ofstaffat a. hospital A

law-SChool valedictorian. A family out on

a Sunday aftemoon hoping to purchase a

new home. A man who spends his re血e-

ment fly-fishing・ The woman who is jug-

gling famiIy’WO血and aging parents and

St址trying to make a weekly yoga class.
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Now be hone§t. What did the people

look like? Did they resemble members

Ofyour fanly orpeoPle in your com-

munrty? Wごre the images based on what

you see and hear in your life or in the

nedia? Did血at bank preside競have a

Sou血Asian nane血at included so many

S叩al)les血at it §eemed to dame across

血e tongut? Did that law-SChool valedic-

torian have a deep Southem accent, Or

did she give a shout-Out tO grandparents

in the anidience wlho have I)roSPered in

America but do not speak鳳1em En♂ish?

Most likdy the answers are no. But by

2023,血e majorfty ofchildren under [8 in

this country wi11 be minorities. And yes,

that wi11 ca皿for a new tern血ology-but

also a new way ofthink血g. The socio-

economic indicators that once ma血ed

PeOPle for automatic privilege are shift-
ing. The next generation of 18ryear-Olds

isn’t going to Iock or sound肱e the last.

IfAnericai§ to ProSPer, kids who listen

to reggaeton, eat kim(址, Celebrate their

坤轟cca頓wok weekend§ at the small-

town Dairy Queen and wear oversize

hoodies have to believe in the prornise

OfKing’s dream The geography ofthe

mind requires that we challenge our as-

SumPtious and see past differences to

Place a11 kinds ofpeoPle in a category
maked鱒bou皿d for succe§S:, While it is

regrettable that King’§ “unfinished" 1ist

is stin too long,血e brilliance ofhis riff

On the dream was血at it chauenged us to

think di餓3rently.

King could see the fu同re from高here

he stood. The March cmWashington is
renembered as a civil rights protest, and

many of the historic inages show dose-

ups ofbrown faces. But the massive crowd

血at day was largdy integrated. People

Of a11 colo購flocked to Washington. The

uS. press did mtlinger on血at fact, but

血e intemational press was awestrmk by

血e diversity. Itwas a ce競ral血eme of血e

foreign coverage. Decades late埠it is stin

a focal point when peo中e lock to the U.S.

from over§eaS. Our diversity is seen as one

Of心e best things America has going for it.

Pe血apswe §ho血drecognizethattoo.営
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