David Rothauser

Summary of Missed Class

Summary: We spent a lot of time discussing the differences between quantitative and qualitative research. We looked at different kinds of qualitative data. Also, we learned what makes qualitative research rigorous. Below are my notes I took during the class.
1. Question Development – 

a. What problem are you trying to address?

b. What will your intervention be?

2. Qualitative Research – qualitative research is based on different assumptions than quantitative research. Namely, qualitative research assumes that reality is socially constructed. These studies are not meant to be generalizable. The researcher is involved in the study. 

a. Inductive

b. Attention to details

c. Interpretive

d. Small sample size

e. Contextual

f. In-depth

g. Naturalistic

h. Not meant to be generalized

3. Different kinds of qualitative data – Amanda shared different potential sources of qualitative data, which include things like…

a. Interviews

b. Portfolios

c. My own observation logs

d. Student observations

e. Checklists

f. Questionnaires

g. Audiotapes

h. Videotapes

i. Photography

j. Time on task analysis

4. What makes a qualitative study rigorous?

a. Triangulation of data – more than one source

b. Member checking – when you’re interviewing, “let me make sure I understand what you’re saying…” – rephrasing with the participant in order to insure accuracy

c. Peer debriefing – collaborating/checking with someone else who is not part of the study

d. Rigor in analysis techniques – we’ll talk about this later…

5. Ethics in my research

a. Issues directly relating to my study

b. Protecting students

c. Consent forms – create a consent form for students that says I’m taking a class and looking at student research – put this on letterhead

d. Human subjects training

6. Research Plan due Feb 24th 
