A Sprintt presentation of western scientific data and Indigenous knowledge as equal contributors to the understanding of climate change was given.  An analysis of and reflection about the following presentations given by:   Patricia Cochran/MaryJean Longley, Ed.D, and Dr. Stephan Pekar is what I have written. 

                                                                                                               Mark Barone

Patricia Cochran/MaryJean Longley

     The native view of the world respects the value of balance in nature.  Traditional knowledge is gathered at Regional Meetings that utilize empirical evidence about climate change that has been gained through observation.  Participants in yearly regional workshops include representatives from the following primary culture groups:  Inupiat, Yupik, Athabascan, Tingit, Haida, Tsimpsian, and Aleut.  Their concerns are voiced through their “Traditional Talking Circles” (http://www.nativeknowledge.org/db/explain/progreport.PDF ).

What concerns many indigenous people is the impact of climate change on their way of life.  Changes that are evident include the following examples:  

1. Seasonal fluctuations in weather tend to impact people who hunt and fish for food.  This makes it difficult for them to get food for their families.

2. Permafrost has become impermanent and sea ice has shown a thinning trend.  This influences the mobility of various creatures through their local regions.  As a result, territorial migration is severely limited. 
3. As glaciers retreat, tree stand boundaries change.  Insect infestations of spruce beetles decimate forests.

     Concerns of Indigenous people are shared with the scientific community.  The scientific community uses the observations and concerns of the Indigenous people as a meeting place of common ground.  Collaborations between indigenous people and scientists lead to a rich set of data to investigate and develop regional plans and policies from.  One example that was cited has to do with the displacement of Indigenous people from Newtok and Unalakleet.  Recent NASA studies have illustrated storm surges and changes in wave height.  This information is vital for Indigenous residents and their well-being.  The movement of populations that is due to climatic changes result in social and economic issues as people move from their native homelands to urbanized centers.

Dr.  Stephan Pekar Ph.D.

     It certainly was an adventure to meet Dr. Stephan Pekar.  His scientific inquiry aboard the Joides Resolution provides valuable ice core data for research scientists to study.  Through this study evidence about climate change is gathered and documented.  His study of foraminifera provide a geological/biological history for the regions studied.  As a result, scientists could compare the current rate of climate change for this decade with previous changes.  It was evident throughout his presentation the enormous sets of data being collected through ice core samples.  When combined with local observations, these samples provide us with a critical lens to view climate changes in polar regions.  Furthermore, this observation, inquiry, and questioning leads us to looking at the implications for the rest of planet Earth.  
     Several students who know about the Sprintt course have shown an interest in learning more about the insights of the native people of a region.  They appreciate the connection to the science that they are studying.

