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After researching important information from the SPIRITT website and units of study.  Each student was assigned an Arctic Animal.  We used the computer lab to download information so the student would have access to the information since most do not have a computer at home.  I furnished large poster board for them to complete their project.

Each project featured:

1. Home and Habitat

2. Appearance

3. Food

4. The Young

5. Behavior/Adaptation

6. Enemies

7. Protection

8. Important Faces

9. Benefits

10. Endangered and Why and Why not

11. Fun Facts:

This is the list of projects completed:

· Narwhal
· Walrus

· Harp Seals

· Arctic Whales

· Polar Bear

· Snowy Owl

· Arctic Ground Squirrels
· Arctic Hare

· Lemmings (Hamster)

· Ermine (Weasel)

· Caribou (Reindeer)

· Arctic Fox

· Arctic Tern

· Wolverine

· Arctic Wolf

· Musk Muskoxen
· Doll Sheep

We also researched class projects in 2nd grade.

· Glaciers

· Ice Sheets

· Antarctica

· Arctic

Do classroom projects that included experiments was a great way to research new materials for 2nd grade.
I tied their research projects into integrated math and science lesson including temperature and measurement.

What surprised me most was that the students all wanted to research the walrus or the caribou since I had used these two from the SPRINTT research with them in the computer lab.  We let them draw for topics.  Next time I will have them select, even if we have several on the same topic because I think that they will do a better job on one that they personally select.  They will take more ownership.  It was the first time some of the students had to do a public speaking piece totally on their own.  After this experience the next week they did a much better job presenting their “poem” project reports.  I know that I need to let them have more opportunities to present their work in front of others.  The students gained much knowledge watching the video.  The ones that are loud in class were the ones you couldn’t hear on the video.  

I found out that some of the students that had never showed artist talent did the best work putting their projects together.  This is an area that we still need to work on.

I also found out that this could have been done as a group project with three to four students to a group.  We could highlight their talents together next time.

The kindergarten and 1st grade group presented their projects at a higher level than 3rd grade.  We did the research project in class in lieu of homework.  Their project included:

Table of Contents
Six pages of a story

Six papers of facts

Pictures drawn by the students throughout the project

Picture and parts of the animal labeled

You can ask them anything about their animal and they can tell you the correct information.  One of the 1st grade reports was a district level winner.  It is amazing that you cannot tell the difference in the kindergarten and 1st grade reports.

Next time, I wish that we had more time for the students to present their projects to other classrooms throughout the school.

