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Background

Phenology is the periodic study of plant and animal life cycles and the effects that climate has on them.    Climate change has a large effect on plant life due to the fact that plants cannot move easily from one area to another.  Phenophases are the phases in a plant’s life cycle that are directly affected by temperature, rainfall, and length of a day.  Monitoring phenophases is important because our food supply as well as animal food supply is affected by the timing of these phonological events.  

Method

	Project Bud Burst in an interactive study of observations of phonological phases around the country.  Three plants from the surrounding area will be selected, observed, and their data will be put into the system.  

Plants selected:

Big leaf maple
Forsythia
Lilac Bush
Enter the data in Project Bud Burst site:  http://www.windows.ucar.edu/citizen_science/budburst/mybudburst.php
Each phenophases will be observed, photographed and entered into the system.  
The data will be compared to the climate of our region and surrounding regions.
A map will be prepared to show the data collected. The map will be analyzed and data summary will be completed.

