Science in Your World

Science is an important part of everyone’s life.  Cooking, eating, listening to the radio, and looking at the sky or television; all involve some aspect of science.  As part of each student’s quarterly grade, I am asking that each student complete four activities from the attached list and complete a learning log for each activity.  Complete instructions are given below.

Requirements:

1.
A minimum of four activities should be completed by the due date on the bottom of the page.  You must choose activities from at least two different columns.

2.
You will get at least 25 points for each activity if they are well done.   The learning log must be filled out neatly, typed, using complete sentences.

3.
The activities must relate to Earth and Space science.

4.
Learning logs can be turned in throughout the quarter.  Please do not leave the activities until the last week.

5.
For full credit the learning log must be signed by an adult.  This is worth five points! Parents and guardians should encourage their child and discuss the activity with him or her.

6.
If you need help selecting articles, books, or activities to complete, please see me.  Again, do not wait until the last week

.

	Earth and Space Science Activity Chart



	Column One
	Column Two
	Column Three

	1. Watch a television program with science themes. Science Channel, Discovery Channel, NOVA
	1. Read a magazine article dealing with Earth Science topics or issues.
	1. Read a science fiction book.

	2.  Watch a movie with an Earth Science theme.  Get approval from Mrs. McMinn before watching.
	2.  Read a newspaper article dealing with Earth Science topics or issues.
	2. Read a non-fiction book with Earth and Space science themes

	3. Complete a project listed on Mrs. McMinn’s webpage.  
	3. Visit a science museum, zoo, or park.  Some suggestions: Stamford Na†ure Center, Maritime Center, Bronx Zoo
	3. Perform an experiment or activity at home with the supervision of adults.

	In addition, regional and national science competitions will be posted in class and on my webpage. These will count for multiple credit, depending on the complexity.  I have had many students place in these competitions.
	4. Present a science related interest to the class.  See me to arrange a time.


Examples of Learning Logs:

1.  Article from newspaper, magazine, etc:


Page 1 – The article or the article cited:  Author, Title, Name of Newspaper, Date


Page 2 – Summary of the article in your words


Page 3 – Your Reaction to the article: Do you agree? Disagree? Can you tell me how it relates to your life?

2.  Trip to a museum:


Page 1 – Name of museum – description of what you did


Page 2 – Your reaction – For example: What was the best part?  Is this a good trip for a 13 year old? Why? What was your friend or family’s reaction?

3.   Television show


Page 1 – Name of show, Channel, date and time viewed

       Page 2 – Summary or notes on program

       Page 3 – Reflection 

4.  Movie


Page 1 – Name and summary of movie


Page 2 – Your reaction – Is the science accurate?  Give examples

5.  Book – science fiction or non-fiction


Page 1 – Cite the book and give a summary


Page 2 – Your reaction to the book – Is the science accurate? Give examples

Projects

1. Videotape a skit – play – commercial – experiment – etc.  that relates to something that we are studying.   An example would be forms of erosion that take place around Stamford.

Edit it and be creative!

2. Write a poem, record a song, or adapt song lyrics to some concepts that we are studying.  See the example printed in room 206.  

