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Our class participated in the water study challenge. The kids were very excited about it. It fit right in with what we were studying in science. We have been learning about the water cycle and talking about how trash around our school and homes can affect water quality beyond our own area. So, this study was perfect. 


I had to collect the water samples myself. With all the rain we have had it was too dangerous to allow them near the water, but they were fascinated and very engaged in studying the samples. 


I was glad the lessons that went along with the challenge explained what we were testing for in the samples. Some of my students are farm children so they knew about fertilizers and other chemicals used on farm fields. All of the students know about trash everywhere. We have done community service projects cleaning up around our school and town. So, they were deeply curious about the results of our testing. They also felt important keeping the detailed notes about the testing.


I borrowed the testing strips from our high school biology teacher. He is interested in what we are doing so that is nice to have that connection. He gave me some pointers and helped me with converting parts per million to mg/L. (Actually he told me to google for the site that does the conversions for you. http://www.unitconversion.org/concentration-solution/milligrams-per-liter-to-parts-per-million-ppm-conversion.html)


This challenge was done at the very end of our year, so we didn’t spend as much time as I would have liked doing it. We could have done it much more in depth: studying the area where the samples were taken, comparing them to other water sources in our area, and many other things I will plan for next year.


This challenge added depth to students’ understanding of the water cycle and what affects water quality. It is something I would never have thought of doing myself, so I am especially glad I am taking this class!
