Michele Bubley Wiehagen
Summary of Power Point Presentations
I really enjoyed the different takes on the power point presentations.  The biggest benefit for me was to actually see how other teachers in different grade levels would present the information of Mars.  Throughout the class I have been pretty quiet because I don’t have the strong scientific background to even begin to have conversations with some of our classmates.  I have learned a great deal and have loved every minute of the discussion, readings, guest speakers, and the times that I have had to scramble and write pages of pages of notes down so I can go back and research the basics for a complete understanding.  These power points were truly a culmination of the resources and learning from over the few months.  
1.  Changes on the Earth’s Surface:
This is a power point that was similar to the one I created.  I liked seeing that another teacher would have the same approach of information with her students.  I like how she added the pictures and tried to “trick” the students whether it was Mars or Earth pictures.  Seeing another teacher take the same approach to the Mars data really solidified my thinking of how to effectively use it in our district.
2.  Mars the Red Planet:
I gained more new knowledge from this presentation.  I had to go back in my notes and reread the lecture notes I had from our guest speakers that were speaking about the plate tectonics.  This power point helped me understand the impact plate tectonics has here on Earth as well as the lack of it on Mars.  I would love to use this power point as well as the graphic organizers that Melissa presented in a classroom.
3.  Needs for Life:
As a repeated class I was unable to hear much from this presentation.
4.  Water Erosion on Earth and Mars:
This was another good power point with a connection to the erosion here on Earth that is a mandatory standard to teach.  I really think it is fun being able to take our standards and teach them through the Mars data.  Like Jamie, I have been able to use these resources in place of some of the “same old” Earth erosion pictures.
5.  Volcanoes on Mars:
This is a topic that intrigues me.  I really liked all the comparisons between the shield volcanoes here in Hawaii compared to Olympus Mons on Mars.   I myself have never seen a volcano or done much research or learning on them, as they really are not part of our curriculum, but after seeing Roy’s presentation, I have adapted this idea for a review lesson as how our Earth’s surface does change.
6.  Life on Mars
The study of natural biology is so fascinating to me.  The fact that you can learn so much about the makeup of our land as well as the land of foreign places from the organic biological remains is amazing.  I learned a lot from this presentation, including the chemical makeup of the meteorites and how that impacts the evidence there may be some life on Mars.  I also thought it was interesting about the Martian salt and learning there may be life in some of those salt crystals.
7.  Craters
I already used part of Jenn’s presentation in my classroom.  As soon as I watched it I was teaching about impact craters on Earth so I quickly changed it to the impact craters on Mars.  It was great, after my students created different craters depending on the object and the force they threw the object down with we were able to compare craters here on Earth, Mars and the moon and create hypotheses on how they were created.
8.  Mars:  Science or Fiction?
This was such a fun presentation.  I really like how Steve took the time to teach the kids about all of the different orbiters and Rovers.  This helped with the understanding of how to map the planet out.  This is part of the lesson I skipped over but with my small groups I am now going back so they have a sequential understanding of the images we are receiving from Mars.  I did like how Steve took the angle of looking at the rock samples and investigating the types of minerals that are found in those samples.  My students thoroughly enjoyed the snapshot video!
9.  Water on Mars:
We used Kasi’s topic in class as a Science Court debate!  I learned a lot and was able to pose some questions to my students regarding the soil and atmosphere and the chemical properties that are there, leading them to think at one time there may have been  oceans on Mars.  
10.  Erosion
Kara and I had a similar approach teaching the same standard to the same grade level of students.  Through I really like how she taught everything through Mar’s landforms then had the students transfer their knowledge to Earth’s landforms.
11.  Mission to Mars
So Lori intrigued me- I love tying literature into science- I would love to have the book Max Goes to Mars!  I think tying in the literature connections not only integrates subject areas but makes students want to learn more!  
12.  Valles Marineris:
I like the connection of the Grand Canyon and the Valles Marineris.  I think the pictures that Darcie used were pretty powerful connections.  The fact I learned is regarding the crust of Mars and that it could not withstand the layers.  This is interesting in the formation of different landforms.
13.  Humans on Mars:
Though Alicia could not be heard the Song is perfect!  Tying in music at any grade level is a great way to Hook the students interest!  I used song writing as an assessment piece at the end of a unit.  I would love to have a copy of Alicia’s song if it can be posted!


