 STEM Middle Academy

60 Alton  St.

Springfield, MA 01109








February 1, 2010

Dear Grade 6 Parents,


I am taking a graduate course this semester and a requirement for the course is that I conduct an action research project.  Action research is very similar to the engineering design process your child has been participating in both for the Invention Convention project and in the mechanical engineering work they are presently doing in technology class. There are distinct steps I must follow in this research. One of the steps is notifying the students and parents about the research. 

First I identified a problem I want rectify.  The problem is many students do not enjoy writing.  They write very short answers that do not show very deep thinking. If  students respond verbally, their answers show much deeper understanding.

The second step is to gather data to support my research.  So far I have collected and analyzed your child’s 5th grade MCAS scores on open response questions.  Scores on open response questions are 1-4 with one being the lowest and 4 being the highest.

Results show our students need to improve their open response writing.  Last week I administered a Writing Attitude Survey that made a variety of statements about writing. Students circled the Garfield the cat picture that indicated their feeling about the statement.  Results of the survey showed most of our students have negative feelings about writing.  I will also be collecting samples of student writing at the beginning of this process.


Based on in-depth reading about motivating students to write, for most of the third marking period I will be using a variety of writing strategies and techniques that hopefully will spark students’ interest in writing. I will be providing experiences for lots of unique writing activities that will encourage them to add more details and deeper thinking in a journal over the next 8 weeks.  


As the semester progresses, I will continue to monitor students’ writing. I’d like to include parents in this action research project. How can you be involved?   

· Ask your child what she is writing in class in school. 

· Ask to see what your child is writing for homework assignments.

· Talk in depth with your child about his/her writing.

· Ask questions to see if he is including everything he knows in his writing. 

At the end of the semester, I will administer the Writing Attitude Survey once again to see if your child’s attitude toward writing has changed at all.  I am required to submit a detailed write-up of my research. No students’ names will be used in the research paper, only scores and anecdotes.  I would be happy to share the paper with anyone who might be interested in reading it at the conclusion of the project.


If you have any questions or would like more details, please feel free to contact me at school 787-6750 or via email kibbej@sps.springfield.ma.us.







Sincerely,







Janice S. Kibbe







Magnet Resource Teacher

My child __________________________________________________ has 

permission to participate in the action research project to improve writing.





__________________________________________







Parent/Guardian Signature

