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Statement of the Problem


Numerous articles 
have been published which address the underrepresentation of females in STEM fields primarily science, yet fail to address a solution. The question of what causes the gender differences in science achievements continues to be a puzzle.  The stereotypes are that females lack the ability; which seems to be an acceptable answer
.  The problem of attitudes that females have toward science is a concern among educational researchers.  Researchers continue to look at what could be changed.  Developing positive attitudes toward science should be at the top of the list when trying to solve this problem. Studies show that females work better in all-girl learning environments
. These results show a potential for success, so why not try this at a local middle school?  


My research would take place in a local middle school, where I would have the boys and girls of two classes separate for both math and science lessons, and then switch to the opposite class
. Keeping the same math and science teachers for both groups  reduce variability. There would also be a control class that would be a regular mixed gender class. Students could be assessed using pre/post surveys on student attitudes pertaining to these topics, and a pre/post unit test
.  Based on the results from these studies, it could be predicted that the females placed in same sex classrooms will have higher scores and interests in the science and math fields than the females that were kept in traditional mixed classrooms.

Jeff, 

Great job on your first assignment! You really have an interesting research idea and I am really looking forward to seeing your results and how this will influence your practice.  You are right in that there is a lot of research out there that supports the notion that female students are out performed by their male counterparts but no one seems to provide sufficient solutions.  

You received a 4/5 on this assignment because there was no clear research question.  I will change the grade to a 5/5 if you email me your research question.  Please let me know if you need help with that.  
�For the purpose of this assignment you do not need a citation, but if you plan to make a statement like this in the final paper be sure to cite a resource or two.


�The way this is written, it sounds as though you believe this is acceptable.  Consider re-writing.  For example, “to many, this is an acceptable answer.”


�Again, be sure to cite this statement in the final paper. 


�This is not clear. 


�Consider using other forms of qualitative data, interviews, observations, field notes, etc.  


�I would consider moving this to the first paragraph, as you are referencing former studies. 





