SPRINTT Option 6: Climate Change Topic Paper Rubric
	Score/Criterion
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Topic 
	Topic is not scientific or is unrelated to climate change. 
	Topic is not strongly linked to climate change.
	Selects an appropriate scientific topic and justifies the selection and its relationship to climate change.
	Selects an appropriate scientific topic and thoroughly justifies the selection and its relationship to climate change.

	Research Articles
	Does not adequately survey current scientific research.
	Uses few scientific resources.
	Surveys current scientific research in topic area and synthesizes several research articles or abstracts.
	Demonstrates a thorough survey of current scientific research in topic area by citing and synthesizing several research articles or abstracts.

	Scientific Underpinnings
	Does not adequately cover scientific underpinnings or understandings.
	Scientific underpinnings or relationship to understandings are unclear or inaccurate. 
	Illustrates scientific understandings that underpin the topic. Shows a connection to how current research in the area alters or augments scientific understandings.
	Illustrates a clear grasp of the scientific understandings that underpin the topic. Makes a strong connection to how current research in the area alters or augments scientific understandings.

	Connection to SPRINTT curriculum
	Inadequately illustrates the relationship between the topic area and content in the SPRINTT curriculum.
	Relationship between the topic being studied and the SPRINTT curriculum.
	Shows a relationship between the topic under study and the SPRINTT curriculum.
	Establishes a clear relationship between the topic under study and the SPRINTT curriculum.  Gives concrete examples of how the research informs our understanding of climate change.

	Written Convention
	Poorly written paper includes numerous spelling or grammatical errors.
	Some grammar or spelling errors distract the reader.  Organization and flow are lacking.
	Paper is well written with few grammar, spelling, or citation errors.  Paper demonstrates good organization and flow.
	Paper is well written, with few/no spelling errors and sources appropriately cited.  It is clearly organized with excellent flow.

	Proper Citation of Source Material
	Sources not cited or not cited properly.
	
	
	Sources cited properly using APA or MLA formatting.












Total Score (25 points possible)









*NOTE:  No credit given for plagiarism 
