Ocean in the News/ Article Summaries  
Cheri Kaniper
1. “What to make of a Warming Plateau”
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/11/science/earth/what-to-make-of-a-climate-change-plateau.html?ref=oceans&_r=1&
This article talks about the slowing down of global warming in the recent past and the reasons for global warming.  It talks about our lack of knowledge about the whole concept because of further measurements needed from satellites high in space and measurements deep in the ocean.   
Essential Principle #1: The Earth has one big ocean with many features.  
Essential Principle #3:  The ocean is a major influence on weather and climate.
Understanding the effects of the ocean on the climate can better help us prepare for our future.  Knowing that we need further exploration will lead us to new inventions to better explore from space and the ocean.
2. “Solar Boat Harnessed for Research”
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/25/science/solar-boat-harnessed-for-research.html?ref=oceans
This article provides information on the first solar-powered boat to circumnavigate the globe.  It will cruise the Gulf Stream studying the role of atmospheric aerosols and phytoplankton in regulating climate.   ”The issue of ocean-generated aerosols — solid or liquid particles suspended in the atmosphere that can have an impact through cloud formation, reflection of sunlight and other processes — is a relatively new one in climate science”, Dr. Beniston said. “We suppose that the ocean must be a fairly large contributor of aerosols through the action of waves and wind”, he said, “but their abundance and how different types are distributed are fairly unknown.”  
Essential Principle #7: The ocean is largely unexplored.
The more we understand the effects of our ocean on climate control the more we can make predictions about our future and help to conserve necessities and avoid harmful agents.
3. “Rise of sea levels is 'the greatest lie ever told'”
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/columnists/christopherbooker/5067351/Rise-of-sea-levels-is-the-greatest-lie-ever-told.html
Swedish geologist and physicist Nils-Axel Mörner claims that all of this talk about the sea levels rising is just a scare.  We’ve been told that ice caps will melt, warming oceans will expand, and the results will be catastrophic.  Mörner states that the sea level has not risen in the last 50 years, and if it rises at all this century it would not rise more than four inches.  He states that he can make these claims because his predictions come from real collected data and not computer predictions.
Essential Principle #2: The ocean and life in the ocean shape the features of Earth.
The more research that we collect and analyze on sea level the more accurate our predictions for the way our Earth will evolve will be.  
4. “Record ‘dead zone’ foreseen for Gulf of Mexico”
http://www.pnj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2013130619011&nclick_check=1
From the newspaper in my local area, last week this article appeared telling about the large section of water deadly to marine life predicted for the Gulf of Mexico this summer.  The area is usually found south of TX and LA caused by fertilizer runoff from the corn belt from the Mississippi River causing algal blooms that remove oxygen from the Gulf.  They believe it will be expanded this year due to the Midwestern floods that washed more nutrients into the river.
Essential Principle #5:  The ocean supports a great diversity of life and ecosystems. 
Essential Principle #6:  The ocean and humans are inextricably interconnected.
The ocean contains a diversity of life human actions can affect that life.  If we have figured out that runoff of nutrients cause these dead zones in the ocean, then perhaps there is a way we could regulate the number of nutrients used each farming season to help decrease the size of the dead zone.
 5. “Get ready to howl:  Supermoon to rise this weekend”
http://www.pnj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2013130621013
This article, also from the local area newspaper, spoke about the supermoon predicted to happen on Sunday, June 23rd.  A supermoon is a new or full moon that is at or near its closest approach to the Earth.  It stated that a supermoon has a greater effect on ocean tides than any other time.  The high tides will be higher and the low tides will be lower.  The high tide is known as a ‘king’ tide during this time.
Essential Principle 5: The ocean supports a great diversity of life and ecosystems.
Essential Principle 6: The ocean and humans are inextricably interconnected.
Tides cause patterns along the coast.  Patterns influence organisms’ distribution and diversity so this helps scientists know how supermoons affect this process of distribution during these occurrences.  The ocean provides recreation to humans.  Tides can be dangerous so it is beneficial for us to know when tides are high.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. “Plastic waste garbage floating in Pacific Ocean has increased 100-fold” 
http://www.naturalnews.com/035866_garbage_floating_Pacific_Ocean.html
More and more plastic has been polluting the waters of the Pacific Ocean than ever before.  The team of reserchers were initially concerned about the effects the broken down plastic has on marine life, but now they are more concerned about the increase in the marine insect the water strider because they can now lay their eggs on the plastic floating on the open ocean.  They are concerned about the effects this will have on the marine food web for crabs that prey on sea skaters and their eggs.  They are also worried about the fish since 9% of the fish collected during this study had plastic waste in their stomachs.
Essential Principle #6: The ocean and humans are inextricably interconnected.
Human pollution has a large effect on marine life.  We must take care to preserve the life in the ocean by helping to take care of it by not harming it with pollutants that are harmful to marine life and other resources we obtain from our ocean.




