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Growth Spurt at a Bolivian Volcano Is Fertile Ground for Study
This is an analysis of the article “Growth Spurt at a Bolivian Volcano Is Fertile Ground for Study” By: JEAN FRIEDMAN-RUDOVSKY from the New York Times website on February 13th, 2012.
As I read through this article I began looking for elements of the Nature of Science. Regarding the distinction of observation and inference I would have to say that this article is both observational as well as inferential. An example would be from the beginning of the article when discussing the Bolivian volcano; “Satellite measurements show that the hill has been rising more than half an inch a year for almost 20 years, suggesting that the volcano, which last erupted more than 300,000 years ago, is steadily inflating.” Scientists are discussing the change in the volcano as seen over a period of time from the view of a satellite. They are presenting their statements based on the evidence they have found from researching the data supplied by the satellite which is a statement developed through observation of data. There are some elements of inference such as the statement; “we could be witnessing the development of a new supervolcano” by scientist Shanaka de Silva. Silva is inferring that the changes of this volcano could lead to a supervolcano based on the data and past events seen by other volcanoes that were similar. Silva continues to provide background information regarding the activity of other volcanoes and begins to show the imaginative process in the Nature of Science. These scientists are making inferences regarding the Bolivian volcano through the examination of historical occurrences in like volcanoes around the world. Scientists are being creative in their development of their hypothesis through piecing together elements of the natural world that has been collected regarding volcanoes and are trying to construct a feasible conclusion. While scientists continue to study this volcano they have observed a change in scientific knowledge regarding volcanoes and can be seen through this portion of the article; “Uturuncu is nestled in one of the planet’s largest supervolcanic regions, which has six supervolcanoes across Bolivia, Chile and Argentina. Though it was long thought to be separate from those supervolcanoes, new Plutons findings reveal that magma from Uturuncu’s last eruption is more similar to the supervolcanoes’ than to that of the region’s more common volcanoes.”This statement leads me to believe that the Uturuncu volcano is a special circumstance and does not fit into the previous thoughts about the volcano’s activity. The ending to this article also alludes to a possible change in scientific thought regarding volcanic activity due to the discovery of Uturuncu’s bulge. 



