2.  Educational Philosophy


Due Date:  February 15th   [njones]

My Challenge:

The assignment due this week requires serious reflection and candor, if one is to define “their personal” educational philosophy. In my opinion, it begins with acknowledging true/real educational platforms that work or don’t work; and resizing of America’s education institutions; as well as guiding and nurturing students for their role in a complex society and world. This also requires stepping back from stereotypical definitions, and regurgitating historical philosophies because we must move forward to new and well thought out directions in this 21st century. 

I realized early in life that my pathways involved a discipleship to my heritage and not to regurgitate the different schools of thought (i.e., Kant, Dewey, Rousseau, Friere).  A footing of inter-dependence and inter-working must become the walk, not the talk. 

My Mission:


My maturity as an educator began perhaps, by observing and in many ways echoing manners and thoughts of my family members. I emanate from a very unique stronghold of educators, classical musicians, doctors, lawyers, professors, and civil rights workers, who view education as “the answer” to all questions and problems. They held this notion because there was a time (not long ago), Africana people (enslaved Africans and their descendants) could not be educated under the official laws of the United States. The punishment for such wanting to be educated was death, mutilation, or torture.  There was no liberation of education theory for their status was impacted in the very laws of the United States and Maritime regulations. This is the history that propelled me to accepting the enormous task of educating the masses by any means necessary (to borrow the phrase from the late Malcolm X). 

My educational philosophy began on the same platform of liberation politics and insurrections of enslaved Africans. It began because the need for human dignity and freedoms
!

Educating all citizens in this country has become complicated and transcends any and all early educational philosophers/theorists could have ever perceived. Among oceanic waves of ups and downs in education, the confusion of inexperienced teachers Teach For America and others, who come to urban communities with a belief that they do not have to be mentored by experienced teachers, inexperienced administrators and school performance officials, many whom have never taught in a classroom, teacher isolation, student alienation, poorly serviced areas of different school populations, and have the perception that our decayed educational system came about due to veteran teachers and administrators not caring. 

My Action:

The reformation of educational tools, beliefs, and training of all teachers and administrators must be more than conceptual.  It must anchor every school bell and schoolhouse.

Students should be able to feel open in their classroom to express themselves and to bring change within themselves by making their school community viable through positive actions. These actions come about in high quality schoolwork, school discipline, collective understanding, and compliance with behavior fitting future leadership and meaningful citizenship. The aspect of learning requires a conscious mode of ontological, epistemological, lingual, and ethical-political features. I have a firm belief that learners must decide on their own the courage to ask questions, quest for knowledge, reform poor study habits, measure their actions for learning and bring about change in behavior for engagement in their own learning experience(s). Every stage of learning requires analysis and evaluation, especially as learners grow and define their participation in the global society. For a more open road to education, science of learning and the science of teaching demand that these attributes be met without elitism or bias.  This is where my educational philosophy, both theoretical and applicative meet, in and outside the classroom. I believe students should become “subjects” in the classroom, not “objective” statistics. I, as a teacher should not feel my work is devalued and my students should not feel that they are without HOPE! 

Although, philosophies are built most times on the thoughts of social scientists/theorists, philosophers, and political agendas, I have tried to build my philosophy upon my 20 years of teaching, the knowledge of how to build an educational framing for the individual learner, as well as understanding the importance of inclusion. 
How do I accomplish building an ethical/open/challenging educational environment in my classroom setting, is the question?

My first step has always been to get to know every student I teach, personally and without prejudice.  I don’t look at their past grades/files in their permanent record.  I want to collect information by my own senses. You might call this my field study.  

I also want to make sure I allow growth and development as a “class community”, not just as individuals.  We should all ask ourselves, ‘Why Our Educational Programs Are At Risk?’

Another step in this process is giving students opportunities that they need to experience, in order to become active, assertive, and positive citizens. For instance, one of my avenues is getting “partners” for my school.  I also continue to share ideas with my colleagues. This is part of my educational philosophy because without my colleagues, I can’t grow and develop fully (no man is an island).

My educational philosophy is in constant revision as I take on new projects, design new programs in my school, take on added responsibilities, attain new information from graduate work, workshops, and talking with other educators to find out what works for them.

Philosophy does not mean completion!! My philosophy includes going beyond what is expected of me and accomplishing all that I can as a teacher and human being to serve our future leaders.  This means building relationships across the nation and the world; replacing mediocrity with excellence, building bridges of hope that is a chain reaction for others to give their support and new ideas to overcome misconceptions about the field of teaching and the art of teaching
.
�Well said.  


�So important for teachers to be lifelong learners.


�This was a pleasure to read Netosh.  Like you, I approached my urban classroom with a commitment to social justice.  My students needed to work hard and be pushed so that they could succeed throughout their lifetime and inspire others to do the same.





