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      This is the summary for the missed class on May 24, 2012 that I missed due to attending my daughter’s high school graduation.  The beginning of the class started with Ms. Mahfood introducing herself to the group and then the teachers discussed where they were from and what they taught. (I am from Sierra Vista, AZ and this past year I taught PreCalculus, Trigonometry, Quadratic Modeling and AP Calculus). Initially there were some problems with the audio but it eventually was fixed.  

     The first poll question was not visible to me during the presentation. I could not see the polling question until much later in the podcast.  The course overview was presented by Ms. Mahfood along with the dates of the LIVE meetings and discussion of the common core standards.  The need to enhance our classrooms through integration with NASA assets along with improved math strategies will be a goal for this course. One of the powerpoint slides contained the course objectives.  I am glad that I will be able to go back and look at the slides because during the live presentation I barely had time to read the information. I was excited to learn about the website: www.nextgenerationsciencestandards. I hope to look at it in the very near future as well as the wonderful NASA page that was shown during the presentation.  
      I was very excited to hear about the multiple projects that Ellen Falk discussed.  It makes me wish that school was in session so that I could immediately try them with my students. The very fact that she is willing to share her ideas with her colleagues makes her an instant friend in my professional eyes.  Her title “Authentic Experiences to Link Math to the Real-World” sums up her educational philosophy that I wholeheartedly concur with. Ms Falk’s philosophy to solving problems in a STEM context such as orienteering or the building of a balloon rocket is a sure fire way to help improve understanding with the students as they discover the context in a meaningful way.  I also agree with Ms. Falk’s philosophy of Hear, See, Do and the 5 E’s in the instruction model of Engage, Explore, Explain, Elaborate and Evaluate. 

     I thought that Ms. Falk’s 4 R’s in creating a STEM context were also important. They are to make the context Real, Relevant, Reliable and Reusable.  Her project with the Kemp Ridley Sea Turtles made me want to investigate it just for fun!  Ms. Falk’s suggestions of searching for an idea, researching the idea and looking for key issues are what made the experiences authentic for the students. I also enjoyed hearing about her project “What’s Your Bearing?” and “Speed Racer”.  I have always wanted to have a math class such as this but have always felt too tied down by the need to teach the standards for college bound students. I believe that Ms. Falk’s student however experience a true richness of mathematics that is only supplemented by the concepts that come from text books.  I do know about Explore Learning but did not have the time (yet) to apply to develop the tools to use it effectively with students.  I look forward to investigating some of the websites that were offered during this session and contacting Ms. Falk for the course materials she mentioned.
