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A Monumental Task: Rocks of All Regions
One of the most famous monuments in the United States, Mount Rushmore, is carved entirely from rock! For over sixty years the monument has stood to represent the inspiration and strength that all Americans possess.  Over the years, it has drawn visitors to the Plains region, as well as geologists who have recommended special precautions to ensure that the natural rock cycle does not destroy the monument.  Now the U.S. Department of Parks would like to commission new rock monuments in all regions of the country to celebrate the nation’s rich and diverse history.  Proposals from all regions are being accepted to recommend a theme or topic relevant to the region, the location for each monument within the region, the type or types of rock found in each region, as well as a recommendation of which type of rock from which the monument should be formed and what care it may require to last for hundreds of years. 

	
	Novice
	Apprentice
	Practitioner
	Expert

	Theme and Location
	includes one of the criteria in Practitioner
	includes two of the criteria in Practitioner
	includes all of the following:

· identifies and explains relevance of a theme or topic to the region

· proposes a specific location within the region

· provides reasoning for the location
	all of Practitioner plus identifies a theme that melds several important aspects of the area together

	Type of Rock in Region
	includes one of the criteria in Practitioner
	includes two of the criteria in Practitioner
	includes all of the following:

· identifies at least three types of rocks found in the region

· includes at least three properties of each rock type

· identifies stage in rock cycle for each rock type
	all of Practitioner plus explains how plate tectonics and other geologic factors contributed to the rock formations in the region

	Recommendation and Care of Rock Monument
	uses 1-2 rock properties to recommend a geologic medium for the monument
	· uses 1-2 rock properties to recommend a geologic medium for the monument
· explains the factors that will contribute to deterioration of the rock type identified
	· uses 3-4 rock properties to recommend a geologic medium for the monument

· explains the factors that will contribute to deterioration of the rock type identified
	all of Practitioner plus compares care of Mt. Rushmore to care of proposed monument
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