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Action Research Question
In what ways will the analysis of science concepts through the processes of reading and writing readers' theater scripts affect student comprehension of the content?

Participants
The study participants are twenty-four students who have been identified as high-achieving (through the results of the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test) and/or gifted (through the use of a district-administered intelligence test). There are 14 male and 10 female students. 
Research Setting
The classroom is equipped with 24 student desks that may be arranged in a variety of ways. Three student computers and one presentation computer are available for daily use. The computers allow access to district-approved internet sites. The classroom is facilitated by one classroom teacher and one student teacher. The students rotate to a gifted resource teacher for 50 minutes a week.
The following information is extracted from the School Improvement Plan document submitted to the OCPS District office (p. 1-3).
School Profile
Castle Creek Elementary School, located in the Avalon Park area of the East Learning Community, was built in 2006 as a relief school for Camelot Elementary. The students who are served by the school live in and around the community. Students access the school by means of bus, car, bicycle, and walking.
While building capacity is 730 students, we currently have 749 enrolled. Student demographics include: 40.1 percent Hispanic, 39 percent White, 13.1 percent Black, and 3.5 % Asian/Pacific Islander 4.3% Other.

Fifty-eight (58) percent of the student population receives free or reduced lunch. Our students are primarily drawn from the following communities: Bridgewater, Deerwood, Sunflower Trail, Avalon Reserve, Waterford Pointe, Waterford Trails, and Victoria Place. We have two Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) class, three self-contained special education classes, and 36 regular education classes. Students in first to fifth grades who qualify for the gifted program are provided resource services once a week to receive gifted services.

Support programs include Art, Music, Physical Education, Health, and Media, and English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL). Guidance, Speech/Language Resource, and the Extended Day Program provide additional services to students.

The curriculum reflects the needs and interest of the students. Learning activities are child-centered and developmentally appropriate. The school fosters and encourages creative and higher order thinking by staff and students through the use of Thinking Maps, technology, and cooperative learning. The school’s curriculum focuses on skills addressed in the Sunshine State Standards, the district’s Comprehensive Academic Achievement Plan (CAAP), and pacing guides in the areas of reading, math, and science.

Our goal is to meet the needs of all learners. Students working on or above grade level have the opportunity to participate in activities that will challenge them such as the use of online readers, Accelerated Reader, book studies and projects. To support struggling students, small group and/or individual tutoring is provided to Level 1 and 2 readers through the use of Great Leaps, Early Success, RiverDeep, Elements of Reading and Read Well. To assist students struggling in the area of math, EveryDay math games, online games, the Book Bag Take-Home Project and a math lab are available.

Castle Creek Elementary is a parent-friendly school. Parents are encouraged to become involved in the school decision-making process by serving on various committees including PTA and SAC. ADDitions volunteers give their time to work in the school in a variety of areas. These volunteers consist of parents and students from area universities.

We want our children to appreciate the value of giving to others who are less fortunate. The students actively support the community by participating in events sponsored by Kiwanis-Kids, American Cancer Society (Relay for Life), Second Harvest Food Bank, American Heart Association (Jump Rope for Heart), and the Saint Jude’s Children’s Hospital (Math-a-thon). To build strong character traits in our students, each month we focus on a different area such as respect, responsibility and caring. Through role-playing and small group activities students get to practice these important life skills.
Castle Creek Elementary strives to provide a safe environment which facilitates a community where students are encouraged to Imagine, Believe, and Achieve. This calls for the school to provides daily opportunities for students to be active learners who are able to problem-solve and work cooperatively with others.

District Goals
 Intense Focus on Student Achievement

 High-Performing and Dedicated Team

 Safe Learning and Working Environment

 Efficient Operations

 Sustained Community Engagement



School Vision
Castle Creek Elementary will provide academic success for all children by providing them frequent opportunities to use their imaginations. We believe children learn best in a warm and structured environment where they are actively involved in learning. In this way, students will achieve a standard of Excellence in Education.
Data Collection/Data Collection Timeline

September: Identify a problem or need. What issues do I notice in my school or classroom? Formulate a question. Can I manage the action research in the allotted timeframe? The first step of my process is to study and plan for the needs of my classroom.
October: What does the research support? Write the literature review. Make adjustments to the question. Begin the data collection, analysis of the data and reflection.
I will distribute a student survey to each member of the group under study that seeks to uncover how the students perceive they have learned science in
 the past. The survey consists of two multiple choice questions and three open-ended questions. It gives the students an opportunity to rate their science experiences. 
The students will use science journals and pictorial representations to show comprehension of concepts that are required in the first semester of the school year. This will be used as a pretest to obtain baseline data. I will member check to make sure that I understand the student responses in the journal. After collecting the data, I will analyze the data from the survey and the journal entries and code each data source. I will reflect on the data through the use of a teacher log which will contain lessons that are taught, observations, and comments and/or questions generated by colleagues and students. Following an instructional plan to teach a science concept and modeling the way to write and read readers’ theater scripts the students will write and subsequently read a script to the class.
 I will interview smaller groups of students within the focus group to receive feedback from the students and check for understanding as they work. The students will use their journals to show a pictorial representation of the concept as a posttest. I will log the information in the teacher journal. Additionally, I will take pictures of students working in groups and performing the readers’ theater. I will debrief with the lead science teacher and the student teacher to receive feedback and reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of the plan. Does the data answer my design question? Debrief with Endeavor Cohort.
November: Continue to interpret my findings and collect data. Analyze the data collected and create a plan of action based on the results of the study.

I will make adjustments to the plan as necessary. Following instruction of another science concept, the students will write and read a new script. The teacher 
will interview a small group of students within the focus group to receive feedback. The students will use their journals to show a pictorial representation of the concept as a posttest. After each concept, I will repeat the process. Copies of the student-written scripts will be monitored for understanding. The teacher journal will also be used to write down observations, formulate new questions and notate new discoveries as I encounter them. Reflection of student learning, the instructional plan, the process, and the data will be ongoing. Debrief the findings with the Endeavor Cohort.
December: Final Report
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�Put this in a sentence with bullets maybe?


�This is ok, but you should separate some of this out into data collection and data analysis sections.


�Why are you choosing these sources?


�You will want to include the survey as an appendix to the rport.


�Include a sample lesson plan of this in your final report


�In the data analysis section you add, be very specific on how you will do this.


�This is still you, right?  





