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My educational philosophy revolves around the idea that all people are life-long learners.  I believe that we are born eager to learn.  As infants, we learned about yes and no and how to interpret facial expressions.  Growing into children, we learned how things break and how to read, write and color.  Becoming teenagers, we learned about the world around us, outside of our comfortable environment.  And, as adults today, I believe we still all love to learn new things.

I am a secondary teacher in public school.  My focus is on math and science and I also help my students with all other subjects leading to high school graduation.  Secondary students generally don’t enjoy math and science (or any other subject, for that matter)!  I believe the first step in teaching these students is for them to learn what behavior is acceptable and what is not.  Truly, this is the hardest part.  Once rules and processes are in place, learning subject matter tends to be easy.  I say this because secondary students, or teenagers, tend to focus on learning about their new social world.

In my classroom, I initially focus on rules, procedures, and requirements.  I make it clear what is expected of my students’ behavior and academic work.  I am always amazed to hear stories about other teachers’ classrooms that are filled with discipline issues that inhibit the learning process.  I have also talked with students who are at the root of discipline issues.  These kids quite often tell about inconsistencies in classroom procedures and rules.  Many of these kids really want to know boundaries and once they discover those boundaries, they open up their minds to learning new things.

I know it seems as though I am getting away from the focus of my educational philosophy, but I am not
.  As a public school teacher, I believe that half of my battle is teaching students life skills such as following directions, being on time, and courtesy.  To me, being a teacher does not just mean teaching.  I am also a learner.  I learn about my students’ interests and then try to use those interests to understand the math or science I am teaching.  For example, if I have students who are part of our baseball team, I might use problems involving baseball diamonds to help them understand Pythagorean Theorem.  

If I were asked to describe what I do, I would not respond with ‘teacher’ but instead with ‘facilitator of learning’.  My goal is to help students to think on their own.  So often I get students who are afraid of asking or answering questions because they may not have the ‘right’ answer.  This situation is frustrating to me because somewhere down the line they have learned that the important part is the answer, not the process.  Yes, we do have to record grades and we ultimately collect those grades from right and wrong answers, but if a student learns the process then he/she can always come to the proper conclusions.  I challenge myself to stay positive in the classroom and focus on what students are doing well.  I truly believe that if you have expectations that your students will be successful, they will rise up to meet those expectations.  The opposite is also true, but that is not an option for my students.

Once students open up their minds, that is when we can have fun learning about math and science subjects.  I use toys that most kids have played with, yoyos, rubber balls, skateboards, to build on knowledge they already have.  Eventually they come to realize they have been using science all of their lives.  This is the perfect time to introduce concepts that are new and possibly difficult. Most of the time my students don’t even realize they are learning these difficult concepts, they think instead that they are building on previous knowledge.  Some of my favorite class time is spent listening to students discuss and debate the concepts using proper terms and facts.  In the end, I hope that I have made a positive impact on my students.  I also hope that they will be life long learners and pursue careers that they will continue to grow in
.  
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