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Summary of June 7th session with Sten Odenwald

	Dr. Sten Odenwald, from NASA, gave a great time on the website that he works on, “Space Math” and the mathematics of climate change.  I was so excited to hear that he was going to be speaking of climate change because I have wanted to create a unit project or activity in my 7th and 8th grade math classes that explores this issue.  The only problem is I don’t know enough about the issues, especially the science, to completely start from scratch.
	From Dr. Odenwald’s talk, I could easily see how I could use climate change as a way to integrate measurement conversions and area for my 7th grade classes.  It was also eye opening how easily it would integrate with rates, ratios and proportions, another huge area for 7th grade math.  One of the biggest sections of standards that I am having a hard time integrating with science is algebra.  This talk gave me some great resources and ideas of using the rise of greenhouse gasses to explore linear relationships, slope, y-intercept, equations, and predicting future events.  This is perfect content from introducing linear algebra to my 7th grade classes or reviewing and extending with my 8th grade classes.  
I also enjoyed thinking about how it relates to the political arena and how data is manipulated to make one side seem better than another.  These are mathematical lessons that all students should be made aware of.  I also know that I have a lot of students that don’t believe global warming is a real thing.  It will be interesting to have those discussions with students and see if the data changes their minds.
Lastly, I would like to take some of the information that Dr. Odenwald presented and create a climate change unit that teaches about linear systems.  Luckily, I am already registered to take the Climate Change course from the NASA Endeavor Fellowship program in the fall and I am looking forward to all of the amazing lesson plans I can create with the real world data that will be available to me.  Great session!



