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The Classroom Resource that I selected is from the Mars Exploration Curriculum and is titled, “The Grand Canyon of Mars and How it Formed”.  The resource is an 83 page comprehensive guide to making connections to Earth and Mars land features.  It included hands-on activities, images to enhance understanding and critical thinking activities for students in grades 6 through 12.  I think it’s best application would be to an Earth Science curriculum.
I think that the hands-on nature of the module is an excellent way for students to make connections about how specific land features are formed, not only on Earth but on Mars as well.  I think the activities can be used to link something familiar, such as land formations here on Earth with similar formations on Mars.  The activities use inexpensive, readily available materials so there is limited budgetary needs.  The activities clearly depict how specific land formations occur.  The questions that correspond with the activities allow students to make connections and think critically about the activity and Mars.
The module also includes 17 images of Mars that help illustrate each land feature and further enriches learning for the students.  Along with the basic activities in the module there are additional appendix activities that can be used in conjunction to the basic set of activities.  

A teacher can select one, some or all of the activities as they see fit with their specific curriculum.  The activities do not take a long time to complete so it is a good fit for classrooms with time constraints.  However, if a teacher has the benefit of additional time, there are meaningful activities to add to their educational program.  There is plenty of material that can easily be made to fit at the teacher’s discretion.
The material can be used to fulfill standards in the area of scientific investigations as well as Earth Science standards in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards.  It would cover areas such as learning about land features and their formation as well as the study of the solar system and other planets.

As a resource, I do not see limitations.  Because of the stand alone nature of each activity, it can be fit, all or part, into Earth Science curriculums based on student ability, time availability and budgetary restraints.  The Mars images are excellent and a valuable tool that can be compared to Earth features, perhaps using Google Earth.

