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Educational Philosophy

     I am sitting in my living room listening to the sounds of newborn zebra finches.  An assignment is required for this course in Methods of (STEM) Applied Science Education.  My computer is on and my notebook is opened.  There is music playing in the background.  What will I write for this assignment about my view of teaching and learning and my role as a teacher?  Which words will best express a sound educational philosophy based upon thorough research?

     An initial step in this process was to read several documents devoted to this topic.  Next, I selected literature that in my opinion represented a thoughtful analysis of accurate information.  Finally, I began to write.

     What does my educational philosophy have to do with classroom experience?  Classroom experience is influenced by several factors including the following:  administrative approval, scheduled assignments, compliance with New York State Regents Standards, Individual Educational Plan Compliance, effective collaboration with teaching staff, and successful results on New York State assessments, teaching plans, student learning, classroom organization, and behavioral management.  Student learning should be my top priority.  Yet, being the pragmatist that I am, I know which deadlines I must meet.  I’m not alone; my students vocalize many of their concerns in an ever-changing world.
     What happened to placing student learning as my top priority?  Progressive beliefs (Cohen, 3) that I once shared with my students have changed.  Why, I ask myself?  I remember observing graphic administrative presentations of test result data.  This was especially evident at a Prattsburgh Central School Board of Education meeting I attended. 

In addition, I remember at one point receiving an administrative email directing teaching staff to “stay ahead of the pack” on New York State assessments.  Apparently, contingent reinforcement was structured to reinforce the image of Prattsburgh Central School as a high performance school.  The good news was that Prattsburgh Central School was recognized as one of the best schools in America (U.S. News and World Report).  
However my progressive views were modified and replaced with the essential rigor of a school district poised to lead in the graphic representation of assessment data in both E.L.A. and Math.  

     Students who receive special educational services in New York State often struggle to pass either the New York State Regents Exams or Regents Competency Exams.  Frequently, the reason why the testing is difficult is because of language processing problems in response to test items.  My responsibility as an instructor is to develop effective instructional strategies for my students to use.  Who do I turn to for sound educational methods?

     A person who has made an indelible impact on education is Madeline Hunter.  In her book Enhancing Teaching (Hunter, 87-95) Madeline Hunter guides the learner’s practice with an emphasis on clarification where any misconceptions exist.  From what I’ve observed in both the classroom and in laboratories, students prefer to show mastery on a given task.  They (the students) show significant progress in learning when misconceptions are replaced with accurate information.  Effective instruction is the cornerstone of my educational philosophy.  What type of connection exists between theory and practice when instruction is delivered?

     One study attempted to analyze a gap between theory and practice.  In a documented study entitled, “How Close Student Teachers’ Educational Philosophies and Their Scientific Thinking Processes in Science Education” (Yurumezoglu, and Oguz)

a large gap was shown between what student teachers did in relation to their educational philosophies.  Even though students supported “constructivism” as an educational philosophy, they made interpretations based upon their common sense.  This research seems to indicate an adjustment in adherence to philosophical beliefs based upon the situation at hand.  The results of this study seem to hint at an “existential” philosophical approach taken by several student teachers.  The authors of the aforementioned study seem to advocate the use of scientific thinking processes along with well-grounded content knowledge as a scaffold to close the gap
.  
     NASA delivers on providing professional development that promotes authentic scientific research (NASA, 2.4.1).  An educational philosophy becomes meaningful when it is linked with its application through real world experience.  NASA through the “Endeavor Project” as well as several other NASA projects provides many opportunities to inquire, design, construct, test, and debate.  In my opinion, professional development with sound educational methods leads to a better understanding of educational philosophy
. 

     In addition, the implications of developing an online community for discussion offer an excellent forum for discussion.  In an article entitled, “Professional Connections through the Technology Learning Community,” the authors emphasized the importance of communication in an ever-changing global world (Ancar, Freeman, and Field, 79).

Learning relationships are strengthened through internet online communities.  Teachers are given an opportunity to collaborate and debate important issues in education.  Learning communities encourage development of technological expertise, while at the same time respecting diverse viewpoints.  In conclusion, my understanding of education has and will continue to be reformed by what I learn through evaluation and thoughtful reflection in an open and free society. 
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�What does that mean to yoU?


�How do you fit in?  What do you believe?


�I concur, obviously. (





