Amber Thibedeau- Supplemental Assignment

Action Research Class Notes for February 10, 2010
I. Literature Reviews

II. Question Development

a. What problem are you trying to address?

b. What will your intervention be?

III. Qualitative vs. Quantitative Studies

a. Qualitative

i. Inductive, small sample size, not meant to be generalized, naturalistic/context of natural setting (our classrooms), ends with hypothesis and grounded theory

ii. Add researcher role/ personal involvement

b. Quantitative

i. Studies, statistics and research design based, more formal

IV. Data Sources

a. Surveys, open ended questions, written responses/reflections, interview questions before and after, questionnaires
b. Teacher observation notes, audio/video tapes, portfolios, individual student files

V. Student Data Analysis – Regan

VI. Photographic Data – engagement in activity, participation 

VII. Audio tape interviews

a. Focus group, transcribe soon after

VIII. Elements of rigor

a. Triangulation of data sources (examples)- looking for trends within all three data sources
i. Teacher observations
ii. Analysis of children’s work

iii. Interviews with children

iv. Member checking – restating

v. Peer Debriefing- sharing with others not involved in your study

IX. Ethics

a. Consent forms

X. Human Subjects Training – do we have to do this?  I haven’t heard of this yet
XI. Overview of Research Plan Draft

