Lessons From the Ocean

Reflection on recorded session dated Wednesday, May 5th, 2010

Mark Barone
     My first response is to the question, “What do you know about the ocean?”

My basic knowledge came through personal investigations.  Back in the day, I watched several episodes of “Sea Hunt” (1958) with Lloyd Bridges.  Many years ago, I read Edge of the Sea by Rachel Carson (1955).  Next, I viewed several National Geographic videos that showed sea exploration by Jacques Cousteau (1995).  Finally, I immersed myself in a study of Frontiers of the Sea by Robert C. Cowen (1969).
     Several of my Endeavor colleagues responded to the fore mentioned question with interesting ideas, for example:  Kim Abeggien showed an interest in investigating the ecosystem connections between the ocean and various landscapes.  Learning about the interrelation between the ocean and terrestrial environments certainly sounds like a great place to start.  

     I downloaded a set of “Essential Principles for Ocean Literacy.”  My plan is to use this resource as a curriculum compass.  One fact in particular that drew my interest was as follows:  “most life in the ocean exists as microbes” (2004).  After reading the concept quote from “Essential Principle” number five (2004), I realized that most of what I studied consisted of large visual life forms.  After class, I found it was particularly engaging to study three major types of plankton:  phytoplankton, zooplankton, and mycoplankton.  How cool it was to see a simple design for making a collection net.  Now I have water sampling plans for my students.
     The recorded session from 5/5/10 exceeded my expectations.  It gave me a huge amount of information to consider.  In the future, I would like to investigate the genetically favorable characteristics of a species that increase the ability of that species to survive.  I would also enjoy building research about compensatory mechanisms and their role in adaptation for both exothermic and endothermic marine organisms.
