LAKE CLEAN-UP

Deborah Wasylik, Orlando

Lake Fran is a body of water that is located in a rather economically depressed area.  Our school cleaned it up last year, hauling 1200 lbs of trash out of this lake, so we weren’t sure what to expect this year.  As you can see in the photos, an incredible amount of trash was hauled out again ranging from construction signs to shotgun shells to pyrex cake dishes.  I had a fantastic turn-out of over 50 students.  Most of them had no idea that this lake was not far from where they lived, and they were truly stunned at how people had “trashed” the lake.  They donated over 120 hours of community service to the City of Orlando and the Ocean Conservancy (25th Anniversary of Coastal Clean-up this year!)  As part of the Anniversary, the students can be seen carrying white papers on which they logged each piece of litter they removed according to type: cigarette butts, plastic, food containers, beverage bottles etc.  We are waiting for the City tallies of all of the papers that we collected.  It was a beautiful day with lots of lessons learned and the students had fun also.
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