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	Education is the medium for which students’ become active learners, responsible and productive members of society.  Education in general is crucial for the development of all citizens.  That being said, I feel there are many flaws in our nation’s public education system.

·  As a society education is not as valued as it was years ago.  Many parents are too busy to help their children with their school work.  Sports and extracurricular activities are often taking a way time from the children’s homework.
· The public education system is “raising” students instead of their parents.
· Higher expectations are place on these children, however they are not meeting the standards set for them.  I question if some of these standards are developmentally appropriate.  
· While technology is abundant and children speak “tech” language, they are not as apt to solve problems on their own.  The children have difficulty thinking for themselves.


My Beliefs:

	I believe all children can learn regardless of the intelligence quotient, disabilities and socioeconomic status.  Many teachers still teach the same way they did a decade ago.  Unfortunately, grammar has been taken out of our writing program.  The focus is more on reading and math.  My county has adopted the Everyday Math program that is supposedly research based, however many students are now failing math.  I have noticed this program, which teaches a new skill every day introduces abstract concepts and then moves to concrete concepts.  I feel that students need a concrete foundation first and the time involved to establish this basic education foundation.  If they are moved on too quickly, they lack the skills to advance in any subject.  Humans are diverse learners; therefore they need to be taught according to their learning styles.  	Comment by  Meghan Marrero: I agree—I do not love this program, especially for lower-achieving students.

	Taking into account students’ learning styles is crucial in education.  Not all children are cut from a cookie cutter, nor should curricula.  I have to think outside the box on a daily basis.  Many of my children do not come with a lot of background experience.  80% of my students are middle to upper middle class. I am astounded at their lack of prior knowledge of the world.  Their parents are too busy to take them on a nature hike, go to the beach, go anywhere besides Disney World.  This makes me very sad and grateful that my parents took time to help me see the world around me and gave me the chance to explore.  If they children are lacking prior knowledge I will spend time to make sure they have some related experience to the subject.	Comment by  Meghan Marrero: absolutely

	Labeling children is another subject I feel should never happen.  It is bad enough when I am in an IEP meeting and we have to label their child as one having a disability.  Education also labels children that are not meeting standards as “low” or “tweeners” and complain about their lack of production in the classroom.  My administrators and I do not always agree on the grading system for these children.  Children with a low average IQ can learn, however not always in the traditional manner.  This is where our public school system fails its diverse learners.  The grading system is set up for children who have average to above average IQ.  I was told that if my students were not working on grade level they should never get higher than a C.  A C is average; most of my students are working below grade level.  I refuse to give them a D if they are working to the best of their ability.  Can you imagine going through school for 12 years and getting only D’s?  What message does this send to the child?  I know what it does, as I have experienced low grades because of difficulty in school.  Students’ self-confidence drops and so does motivation and attitude.  There must be some reform in our grading system.  I feel strongly that grading and testing must be changed for some students.  They can learn, however we are failing our children if we do not rise to meet the challenge of working with these students in a way that meets their needs.  We also must educate parents that getting A’s should not be rewarded monetarily.  I am so tired of hearing the students say “I get $10 for every A on my report card”.  Children want A’s; however do they really know what an A means?  I try to stress that C is good; it means you are doing average work.  Yet, parental views on grades often overshadow my values and the children are devastated to see their report card without an A.  

My dream for my students:

	Often I think about what I want the students in my classes to learn.  First and foremost, I want them to have self-confidence and to know they can learn no matter what obstacles are in their way.  Perseverance is another idea I try to convey.  I read them the story of the “Don’t Give up Kid” which points out that Thomas Edison did not fail when one of his inventions did not work after 10,000 tries.  When asked about his failure, Edison replied “I didn’t fail 10,000 times; I succeeded at finding 10,000 ways that don’t work.”  After a few more tries, Edison’s invention worked.  I want them to know that anything worth having in this world takes hard work.  I want them to self-advocate, if you need help, ask for it!  I want these students to know I am  on their side, long after they have left my classes.  I am still in touch with many of the children and their parents who have moved on and even graduated.  I want to touch their hearts and make sure they know how they have touched mine. Most of all I want them to walk away with the attitude of “I can” and never stop learning.  Be curious about the world, there is so much waiting for them in their lives.	Comment by  Meghan Marrero: awesome~
