Investing In Rocks?
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Pick up any gossip magazine and you can learn where the latest hot spot is to vacation. Whether it is Mexico or Colorado, certain attributes of the geography are drawing the hottest celebrities for some rest and relaxation. What will these destinations look like in the future? 
People love to travel, and investors are always looking for good places to put their money for the future.  It’s important to invest in something that is going to continue to flourish and is going to be safe to visit for years to come.  You are going to research four or more different resort /vacation areas around the world and make predictions about their future status.  Are they good investments?  What do you foresee in the future for your vacation spots? 
You must determine the geologic history of the area in terms of the rock cycle and current and projected status.  You will create a report that summarizes your findings for each site along with your recommendations and ratings. 
	
	Novice
	Apprentice
	Practitioner
	Expert

	Site Selection


	1-2 sites that represent different stages in the rock cycle


	3 sites from different continents that represent different stages in the rock cycle
	4 or more sites from different continents that represent different stages in the rock cycle
	all of Practitioner plus selects a currently undeveloped area for the proposal

	Geologic History


	visual showing

how the area formed and any prior states
	timeline showing:

· history of geologic activity in the area 
· how the area formed and any prior states
	timeline showing:

· history of geologic activity in the area related to plate tectonics and the rock cycle;

· how the area formed and any prior states
	all of Practitioner plus includes pictures that show how the formation looked, or could have looked, at each point in time

	Aesthetic Factor


	explains very briefly how the geologic makeup contributes to the uniqueness or aesthetic appeal of the area
	explains how the geologic makeup contributes to the uniqueness and aesthetic appeal of the area
	explains in detail how the geologic makeup contributes to the uniqueness and aesthetic appeal of the area
	all of Practitioner plus offers direct evidence through photographs or quotations

	Demon-strated Knowledge Base
	includes 1-2 elements from the Practitioner column
	includes 3 elements from the Practitioner column
	charts, diagrams, and explanations of:

· plate tectonics

· rock cycle

· three main types of rocks

· factors that affect the rock          cycle
	all of Practitioner plus makes model or uses technology

	Rating Scale


	creates an “investment rating scale” with 1 set of criteria that relates the viability of the investment to geologic factors
	creates an “investment rating scale” with  2 sets of criteria that relates the viability of the investment to geologic factors
	creates an “investment rating scale” with 3 or more criteria that relates the viability of the investment to geologic factors
	all of Practitioner plus adjusts scale for variables
 

	Predictions

/Recom-mendations
	1 prediction or recommendation for the future of the site 
	2 predictions or recommendations for the future of the site based on geologic factors
	2-3 predictions or recommendations for the future of the site based on geologic factors
	all of Practitioner plus makes comparisons to similar scenarios
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