Glen,

Thank you for sending me the recording of the leadership class.  I AM SOOO SORRY that I missed that.  I honestly do not know how I managed to do that since I had it in my books and got every email.  So, so, so sorry.

I was freaking out that I missed the class, but am feeling slightly better now that I have listened to the recording.  

Here are the answers to the poll questions:

Quick Poll #1:  What 3 elements make-up a 21st Century Classroom? (sorry, I included more than 3)
· Infusion of technology to help administer the learning materials, but also technology as a tool for students to demonstrate their learning.

· Integration of content areas

· Applied skills with a “real-world” emphasis

· Critical thinking/Problem Solving

· Collaboration with others

· Communication of ideas

Quick Poll #2:  Have you a idea?  What has been your favorite STEM topic?

· My favorite Endeavor classes have been Project 3D View – and the anticipated WDLC which I am just beginning.  

· As far as STEM is concerned – I LOVE the engineering and technology aspects the most.  Although I have not taken the Engineering class, I would still like to pay for it and take it in the future.  I have been doing other engineeriing projects, however, from the Design Squad and Engineering is Elementary.

Glen,

I think the beginning of the audiotape hit the nail on the head when you said this class brings out the most anxiety.  I am a little nervous about how I am going to accomplish this.  Of course I have several ideas/questions and wanted to run them by you….

1) I really see value in all of the materials that I have seen through this program.  I  would really like to share the material with many different groups.  For example, much of the Project 3D View would be great for my science friends at the middle school.  I have shared some of this with them already.

2) I think the NASA Space math would be great for my high school math friends.  AS well as NASA Fly By Math, etc.

3) I am currently planing to share the WDLC Unit with a 4th grade teacher at another elementary school.  I think this collaboration is good.  It helps to know the material before you can share it – and having another person’s perspective and connections makes this easier.  
So, I hope to share in many different ways.

But in the lecture you asked us to find something we are passionate about and go from there.  Although I love all of these programs (plus some) and plan to share already – my real passion and comfort level is with technology.  I have an idea….but not sure it will fit this class.

I used to be a technology teacher.  Five years ago my district cut all specialist positions (tech, music, art, pe, etc) to save money.  Since then teachers have been teaching their own tech classes.  Very few teachers seem to really “teach” something – mostly they use websites that give practice, etc.  I understand this because some people do not have the time or interest in learning more. 

Over Christmas break, I read a very interesting article on CNN.

http://www.cnn.com/2012/12/10/opinion/rushkoff-code-writing/index.html
It was about teaching kids to write code.  I don’t know how to do this (yet) but found a lot of info out there.  There was a site/program created between Microsoft and NASA JPL……
http://www.zdnet.com/to-mars-with-kodu-curiosity-rover-game-gets-kids-coding-7000003583/
I would like to create a technology unit (several weeks long) on teaching kids to write computer code.  I think I could ask many teachers at different levels to complete the unit with me…different levels might provide some interesting feedback on what worked for the different age groups.

So this is the idea that my mind is thinking about at the moment.  But as you know (from missing class) that I have the memory of a gnat….. so this could change tomorrow.

Would love some feedback.

Thank you,

Kelly Maxey

