Research Plan Draft:Correlation between Differential Learning and AYP scores in Schools in Corrective Action. 
Setting
I have been teaching science at IS 143(M) for 25 years
. IS 143(M) 
is a Title 1 school situated in Washington Heights, NYC. Based on the student body we have the highest ELL students and Special needs students in NYC. The school has been in corrective action and restructuring for the last 15 years. Despite enormous amounts of money being allocated and various programs being implemented in the school, we have been unable to meet our ELA, Math and Science AYP’s in any given year. There is always one or more AYP
 which is not met. I have always incorporated Science, math, ELS and technology in my daily lessons but many of my students struggled to meet these expectations, which led me to the question, is there a way where I could involve all my students in the science class while empowering them to take responsibility for their learning and preparation to meet ELA, Math and science AYP standards?
This year I am teaching science to 157 grade 6 students. The school mandates hands-on kit based teaching with no textbooks. Ninety four of my students are ELL’s and 27 have IEP’s randomly distributed in all 5 classes including the CTT class. The article in the February NSTA Science Scope inspired me to focus my action research on investigating the correlation between Differential Learning and AYP scores. This would not only help me reflect on my teaching methods and how they meet the individual needs of my students but it would also explore how I can facilitate science literacy and an appreciation for the nature of science for every one of my students. 
I am using a layered curriculum approach where student’s complete tasks at 3 levels C (lowest-65 %), go on to B (85%) and the high achievers can do challenging assignments at level A (100%)
My Topic is Cellular Structure & Function.
Pretest will be given to all students.
LEVEL C: Students get to complete these assignments in any order they prefer. Study sheet, vocabulary definitions in their notebook, flashcards, worksheet, 3-D model of the cells, Venn diagram for an animal cell and plant cell or a power point presentation or a rap or song
SUMMATIVE TEST 
LEVEL B: Students learn how to use a compound microscope, then identify animal and plant cells by looking at prepared slides
LEVEL C: Students learn how to make wet mount cheek and onion peel slides.

All students have signed consent forms giving them permission to participate in this action research project.

I will interview students from the all 3 levels. Asking them why they choose that level and which of these differentiated instructions best help them understand the topic.

Any feedback or suggestions would be greatly appreciated.
Gioya, I am not sure I fully understand the layered curriculum approach – do all students eventually do all tasks? Do only better students get to select the B and C tasks?  It seems like the thrust of the interview will be about the different learning tasks, which is good, but I guess I am not sure how you will address the different levels of ability within the study and then relate that to their summative.

As for this paper, for the final paper, make sure you organize this into a formal Methodology section, inclusign a setting and participants section, Data collection, etc, as outlined in the rubric.



�Make a separate section to talk about your role as the researcher and how your experience plays into that


�Create a pseudonym for your school


�Write out what this is





