Philosophy
Teaching is a profession unlike any other.  You touch the lives of so many people in such a profound way.  A great teacher can make you reach heights you never thought you could
.  A poor teacher…well let’s just say you’ll never be allowed to explore your possibilities, and your potential goes unrecognized. We have all experienced teachers like these.  Teachers have the power to make or break us in many ways.

How would our lives have been different if only we all had great teachers!  Someone once said, “Every child is born a potential genius.”  I believe this is true. Unfortunately too many children are not given the opportunity to demonstrate their abilities. Their creativity is often stifled under textbook requirements. Classrooms should be rich in ways to actively engage students in meaningful learning.  I try to challenge students to think and find answers for themselves, while providing them opportunities for success.  Students should be encouraged to apply their knowledge and problem-solving skills, which, in turn, should demonstrate their understanding of content. 

My classroom reflects my feelings and beliefs about teaching. I like to think of my science classes as application classes where students can physically apply their knowledge in some form or other. I give students the freedom to explore their own ideas about our topics of study. I have clear guidelines and strong expectations for everyone. 

All my students are required to do three detailed research projects during the year.  This is beyond the traditional requirements of our 8th grade curriculum. It is hard work but it forces them to think for themselves.  My students continually demonstrate that they can go that extra mile.  They have drive and will power and their energy is infectious
.  

As an educator I guide them through the steps of learning and oversee their growth without dominating them. My classroom is inviting and reflects a true working science lab. This is important because I feel students need to feel comfortable exploring their own ideas. I try to flood them with opportunities, requiring my students to gather information around them and make decisions based on that knowledge.  Sometimes their knowledge base changes as they work through an idea and that is OK. This is why we are all life long learners. 

I have a passion for teaching.  It’s a profession that allows me to unlock the doors of the mind, to encourage students to seek out answers and not be afraid of making mistakes along the way. The quest to try and reach every student sparks a creative drive in me. Every student is worth the effort.  Every student has something unique to offer. Eleanor Roosevelt said, “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.”  I want students to not only dream of what they could be, but believe they can be.

The rewards in teaching are many; and ultimately the rewards are the students themselves. Like a mother you must constantly nurture them and watch their creativity grow.  Then, you stand back and let them go. They leave as confident, independent thinkers. Meanwhile, you stand refreshed and ready for the next year.  I do the things I do, for them. The challenge is to find the time to do all you’d like to do for them, for the world is full of possibilities waiting to be explored
!

�Well said.


�This is so important.


�Thanks Dee.





