My Educational Philosophy (unedited, and politically incorrect)

Christopher Harvey

My educational philosophy, as with any other philosophy, comes from personal experience. Most of what I believe now is a hybrid between my personal experiences as a student, and the past five years of experience as a teacher. While I wish that my experience as a student would merge a little easier with my experience as a teacher, I have learned several things that I hold to be true about education, particularly as it pertains to me as I teach my students.

The primary force moving education is not the amount of money being spent on it, the number of teachers, the quality of the classrooms or technology, or even the cleanliness or size of a school. The primary force moving education is a student’s understand for the reasons why public education exists. Contrary to popular (modern) opinion, free education is not one of the rights listed in the Constitution of the United States of America. There is, however, mention of a citizen’s right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” in the Declaration of Independence. In order to make life accessible to all, laws are established to maintain order and secure our liberties. But the pursuit of happiness must be intrinsic- it must be something that someone wants more than anything else in life. And while we all have our views of what happiness may be- it is my belief as an educator that it is a person’s responsibility to educate themselves not only to make their life better, but also to improve the lives of those around them.

The cliché “leading a horse to water” is fundamental to my educational philosophy. Since education is a privilege, not a right, it should be treated with the utmost respect by those who benefit from it. A civilized, modern country cannot continue to exist- particularly as a world power- if its citizens are not educated. But if its citizens do not chose to educate themselves, then it does not matter how much money the government throws at education, the children will not progress, and the nation will slowly crumble.
As a teacher I am torn between the idea of social Darwinism, which essentially states that those who are socially fit to survive- those who take advantage of every opportunity and learn from every mistake- are the ones who will survive, and the idea that every child can learn. With “No Child Left Behind,” making the claim that every student has the ability to learn, dictating the pace and expectations of most state departments of education, the quality of our education decreases dramatically. After all, you can lead a horse to water, but you cannot make it drink. As our children become more and more expectant of someone else to take care of them and provide for them, as they believe more and more that they do not have to work hard to be rewarded but can instead find shortcuts in life and have someone else pay for it, our country will fall further and further behind those other civilized nations who have been nipping at our heels for the duration of the twentieth century. 

I do not believe that every child should be forced to learn. But I do believe that there should be consequences for a failure to learn. The social Darwinist in me believes that a child who refuses to put forth effort for 12 years of public education should have to face a lifetime of trials and difficulties that come with being unskilled, uneducated laborers. I know that this is not politically correct to say. But it is becoming apparent now, in times of economic crisis, that those people who refused to educate themselves and “pursue happiness” to the best of their abilities are now facing difficulties and expecting those who took advantage of a free education to take care of them. No civilization can survive such catastrophic laziness. And as a high school educator, I believe it is my role to try and draw out the desire within individuals in our country to make a better life for themselves
.

I became a teacher because of the movie “Mr. Holland’s Opus.” And while I should be embarrassed to admit that, I am confident that a teacher somewhere influenced the writer of the film into creating a movie that has moved millions- but most importantly, has moved me. When I began teaching 5 years ago, I did not feel about education then as I do now. I began teaching as a way to pay my bills and to save up for my summer, winter, and spring break so I could travel and write. But as I have spent more time in education, I have begun to believe that if I am not in the classroom with the youth of America, then the country will not be as good as it has the ability to be. I do not trust someone else to do the job that I have learned to do so well. 

I believe that every child has the ability to learn- but not the same things, and certainly not at the same time. I believe that every child should learn a skill or set of knowledge that makes them marketable to the world in which we live. No child should expect to finish 12 years of education and not have to take care of himself or herself when it is finished. After all, what happens to the rest of us after we complete our education? Some of us never quit, which is why I am taking this course. But for those of us who stop after high school, or after college, or even after post grad school, we have continued our education to make us marketable to the world. We acquire skills and knowledge over 20-25 years that allow us to pursue happiness for the next 60. Even at a time when jobs are few and far between, an educated person has a much greater chance of surviving successfully than one who gave up and walked away.
I have visited dozens of countries scattered across four continents and have been fascinated with the educational systems I have seen in each. There are some countries that are so poor, yet whose people are so hungry for education, that the government cannot match dollar to will. And there are other countries whose education systems have so much money, but lack the desire of the people, and there is no solution for the gradual decay of the nation. Others, like Japan where my sister teaches, have found a happy medium between spending money on education and having people who appreciate and desire their opportunities. Nations like Japan view education- as a culture, not simply a country- as an investment. The Japanese people know that to be the best, they must train themselves. 
I believe that American’s, in general, have lost that desire to be the best. But as an educator, it has become an integral part of my philosophy that I can help students realize their potential. 
They may come from terrible circumstances. But don’t we all? They may have had poor teachers and failing adults in their lives for 15 years, but I can be the one that turns it all around. 
I said in my science autobiography that if a teacher is only reaching one child, they should get out of the classroom as quickly and quietly as possible. I know that I have reached hundreds of students in only a few short years of teaching, and that I will never see the end to all of the good that this country will see as a result. You cannot make a horse drink, but you can help it understand why drinking is necessary. Our students need to see success- they need it spelled out to them one person at a time, one day at a time. I believe that I am that person, and whether they ever figure out the negative effects for failing to learn, at least they had one shot with a teacher who taught them that happiness may not be obtainable in life, but in America, it is the ongoing pursuit that counts.

�Just as I wanted. (


�I agree—I really believe that education is a social justice issue.


�To play devil’s advocate—I think the problem with some failing schools is that students are truly not given the opportunity to excel and make a life for themselves—they are essentially doomed.





I get what you are saying about not helping those who won’t help themselves (I am no flaming liberal (), but at what point do we weed them out? 1st grade? 12th grade?


�Well said.


�Awesome!





