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     I interviewed Ken Heigal, an Aerospace Engineer.  I became acquainted with Mr. Heigal through our local Aerospace Center here in Little Rock, AR.  He is a board member, and I tutor students at the Aerospace Center on Saturdays.  

     Mr. Heigal attended Notre Dame University and the Naval Academy.  He worked as an engineer at McDonald Aircraft in St. Louis.  McDonald Aircraft obtained a contract with NASA to get a manned spacecraft into space.  He actually worked on the Gemini spacecraft.

     It was hard to keep up with Mr. Heigal because he was so passionate about his work.  I interviewed him individually.  In addition, he talked for thirty minutes with the students
.  He told us about their challenge to get oxygen into a form to carry on the spacecraft, among other challenges.

     His main message to the students was the importance of working on a team to achieve goals.  He encouraged me to give students experiences with problem solving and working together.  As he explained, they would all meet in groups and brainstorm solutions.  He also encouraged the students to think about the world around them and to ask questions such as, “How do the lights in the room turn on?” and “How is this building held up?”

     While he was in the classroom at the Aerospace Center, he noticed the engineering process on the board.  He explained how the process not only applies when doing engineering, but it applies in life situations.

     It truly was an honor to interview this man who is so passionate about engineering and the space program.
Interesting focus on teamwork and everyday life. Neat opportunity for your students. 

10/10 pts. 
�Neat!


�Great. 





