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Blue Knob Environmental Trail

Hikers:  		

Starting Point		Willow Springs
Waypoint #1		N 40° 17.204	W 078° 34.514
	At this waypoint, Counselor’s Circle, your group will be working together to complete a Blue Knob clues and word search challenge.  Your guide will hand your group an envelope.  Do not open it until your guide instructs you to.  You MUST work together to complete this. 
	When you are finished and your guide tells both groups they are correct, you may proceed to the next waypoint.

Waypoint #2		N 40° 17.097	W 078° 34.488
	Take the magnifying glasses and check out the moss.  Don’t be afraid to pick a SMALL sample.  Look at the roots and the stems.  
To be able to go to the next waypoint discuss the following questions with your guide:  
	What kind of plants is this? 	(non-vascular…no tubes)
	What is the purpose of the roots, stems?  (allows water to travel)				
	Why is this plant so low to the ground? (without tubes the plant must be low to 							                 the ground where the water is)

	What physical feature makes this a good place for moss to be found?
 						(the stream passing thru)

Take a few minutes to listen to your surroundings.  You may hear birds chirping and water running.

Waypoint #3		N 40° 16.895	W 078° 34.933
	Look around and try to find an odd looking tree.  When you find this please take a picture of it and name the tree.  Come up with something creative!

Waypoint #4		N 40° 17.042	W 078° 34.629
	At this stopping point you should take a break!  Especially if you are walking up the mountain!  Those of you who are walking down be very happy!  You will know you are at the correct point if you see a Geology Station sign.  While you are taking drinks of water check out the layers of rock.  See if you can count the different layers and maybe estimate how old the rocks are.  Try to remember what or who may have walked on each layer: dinosaurs, glaciers.  Don’t forget to take a picture.

Waypoint #5		N 40° 17.024	W 078° 34.667
	Look for a vascular plant that uses spores to reproduce.  Check out the back side of the fern and see if you can see any spores. Take a picture of this plant, so we can make sure you are correct.  

Waypoint #6		N 40° 16.895	W 078° 34.933   (look N 30° to find your place)
	This is a big challenge and WILL require you to think hard!  Look around and try to think about this place and what it was once used as.  
	Hint: You’ll find it in the leaves.  This was once a maple sugar camp.


Waypoint #7		N 40° 16.777    W078° 35.031
	This is the site of the Mowery Homestead.  Climb up the small hill on your right staying on the right hand side of the water flow.  When you get to the top you will see a flat area of land with a stone outline of where the house used to be.  You may start digging carefully.  


Waypoint #8		N40° 16.742	W 078° 35.051
It is time to check out Pavia Run.  Use the thermometer to record the water temperature.  ______________°F  Also, check out the water’s turbidity.  Does this stream look healthy?  There is also a man-made jack dam.  Think and discuss shy you think this was installed.

Waypoint #9		N 40° 16.631	W 078° 35.071
	Find some trees that have been cut out of the trail.  Figure out the age of one of the trees.  Make sure you take a good picture of it so I can verify the age.  I am sure all of you will come up with different ages, so think AVERAGE.
 				Years old: __________________

Waypoint #10		N 40° 16.528	W 078° 35.120
	This is one of your challenges.  Here you will find one piece of wood.   Your team’s challenge is to line up at the end of the board.  You must come up with a strategy to get the last person all the way to the end of the board, but NO ONE person can take their feet off the board.  If you do, you must start over. GOOD LUCK!
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