Blizzards and Ice Storms: Are You Prepared?
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Over the past few years, winter weather in the northeast United States has been crazy! Some winters we barely see any snow until March, while others we have a “white Thanksgiving”!  Scientists and meteorologists study the weather to make predictions about upcoming weather patterns, and to find additional ways that people can protect themselves from extreme conditions. 
Blizzards and ice storms can leave residents without electricity, water, food, and other vital needs.  Are we bound for some extreme conditions this year? What can we expect this winter? Is our community prepared for a large storm? As you become an informed meteorologist, create ways to inform people about what to do when a winter storm or blizzard occurs.  You will develop and produce several different resources to help inform friends, family, and neighbors how to prepare for and survive a winter storm.  
Blizzards and Ice Storms: Are You Prepared? Rubric
	
	Novice
	Apprentice
	Practitioner
	Expert

	Emergency Kit
(Individual)
	· 4 objects for survival 

· explanation for each item written in own words
	· 5 objects for survival 

· explanation for each item written in own words
	· 6 objects for survival 

· explanation for each item written in own words
	all of Practitioner plus 

· specific items for infants and the elderly 
· information on stores where items can be purchased

	Informational Poster

(Individual)
	2 tips on what to do during a winter storm
	· 3 tips on what to do during a winter storm
· at least one image

· is neat
	· 4 tips on what to do during a winter storm 
· images
· is neat

· uses color for effect and aesthetics

· community contact information
	all of Practitioner plus
(    lists Web sites
· contact info for elderly in the community

· images from the community

	Web Site  (Group)
	· facts about  blizzards

· tips on what to do

· information from only one member of group’s poster
· information from only one group member’s emergency kit
	· facts about blizzards

· tips on what to do

· community resources

· information from several group members’ posters

· information from several group members’ emergency kits
	· facts about blizzards

· tips on what to do

· community resources

· links

· information from all group members’ posters

· recommendations and explanations of items from all group members’ emergency kits

· correctly formatted bibliography of all resources
	all of Practitioner plus

one or more of the following to enhance the website:

· videos

· blogs

· podcasts 

· interactive weather game 

· email from meteorologist or storm expert

· other ideas require  teacher approval

	Web Site

(Individual)
	· information on blizzards and extreme winter conditions

· recommendations for and explanations of items for an  emergency kit

· 1 active hyperlink for related sites

· 1  image

· a correctly formatted bibliography of all resources  
	· information on blizzards and extreme winter conditions

· recommendations for and explanations of items for an  emergency kit

· 2 active hyperlinks for related sites

· 2 images

· a correctly formatted bibliography of all resources  
	· information on blizzards and extreme winter conditions

· recommendations for and explanations of items for an  emergency kit

· 3 active hyperlinks for related sites

· a description for each link 

· 3 images
· a correctly formatted bibliography of all resources  
	all of Practitioner plus

one or more of the following to enhance the website:

· videos
· blogs
· podcasts 
· interactive weather game 

· includes email from meteorologist or storm expert
· other ideas require  teacher approval

	Mechanics
	poster and

Web site contain mechanical errors that impede understanding of information
	poster and Web site contain errors but information is clear 
	poster and Web site contain minimal mechanical errors
	poster and Web site contain no mechanical errors


Blizzards and Ice Storms: Are You Prepared? Supplemental Materials
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	What do we know?
	What do we want to know?
	How are we going to learn it?
	What have we learned?
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