   
Raya-Jean Zaczyk                                     raya-jean@comcast.net                                   August 6, 2011
6 Dunnmoore Drive, 
Bow, NH 03304
(603)-475-3232

William Hagen, Principal 
47B Nashua Road, 
Bedford, NH 03110

Dear William Hagen,

It is with great enthusiasm that I am applying for your Science Teaching position in Biology.  I recently earned my certification in Life Science for grades 7th-12th after completing the Teacher Education Conversion Program through NHTI, Concord’s Community College. In addition to my coursework and field experiences, my mentor teacher provided me with one-on-one training in developing interdisciplinary lessons that address NH and national standards (? put this in??) for Biology and Life Sciences(? put this in??). I believe in the mentor relationship for new teachers and look forward to working with a mentor and/or being a member of a faculty team.  Employed as a substitute teacher for the Concord School District, I have been working almost exclusively at Rundlett Middle School for the past year. I have demonstrated that I am a great fit for school culture and able to work well with the staff and students to contribute to their education. Last spring, I completed my student teaching in Life Sciences with Michele Bartlett as my mentor. With a Bachelor of Science Degree and a Teaching Certificate from NHTI-Concord's Community College for Biology 7-12 (pending) I am qualified to teach.  I believe I would be a positive addition to the Bedford High staff and look forward to working as a member of a dynamic faculty team and district. I am impressed with the Bedford IB team community atmosphere and how it supports each student's learning needs above and beyond their schoolwork.

My personal life experiences uniquely qualify me to be an engaging and collaborative teacher and colleague. I consider the learning needs of all students, taking their individual strengths and learning preferences into account when planning my multi-sensory lessons. I am proficient in using a variety of different types of technology to enhance student learning. Samples of my lesson plans are available upon request that include the incorporation of Smart Board ® technology. I embrace your mission statement of a community of learners and the wonderful benefits it can provide to the Bedford community, while assisting in creating successful critical-thinking 21st Century citizens. My experience working with students includes four years of substitute teaching, and working as a paraprofessional with pre-K to 8th grade students(use or lose because this is a high school job, and I have no experience there??), along with 18 years of volunteering in my children's schools, scouts and sports activities. 

I previously earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal Sciences with a minor in Microbiology from the University of New Hampshire. Currently, I am a NASA Endeavor Fellow working on a Teaching Certificate in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) Education with Leadership Distinction for K-12 students from Columbia University Teachers' College and anticipate using this knowledge and resources in my classroom. If chosen for this position, I will accelerate my STEM courses (?knowledge??) targeted for Biology to bring additional state of the art marine science as an integrated, systems based approach to scientific inquiry to further enhance my lesson plans. This will include marine technology, engineering, as well as project-based ocean and scientific literacy into the classroom to engage my students. Marine Biology and Environmental Sciences are great vehicles to instill principles of scientific literacy and decision making as global citizens and stewards of our planet in an authentic manner. At the McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center/Plymouth State University (or After earning ...??), I earned graduate credit in Aerospace & Rocketry, then launched my own rocket and would like to include this with knowledge from my Humans in Space, Moon, Mars and Beyond in my Environmental Science classroom.
Copies of my application, references, resume, and transcripts are all on file with the Bedford School District. I look forward to hearing from you to discuss this opportunity to work at Bedford High School. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully yours, 
[image: ]
Raya-Jean Zaczyk 
  yes!  ocean literacy is your main thing-http://oceanliteracy.wp2.coexploration.org/


        talk about using marine science as an integrated, systems based approach for STEM (include marine technology, engineering, etc)


        talk about promoting scientific literacy and decision making-- IB LOVES that.  IB is very inquiry driven so talk about that, sell yourself as a NASA endeavor fellow.


        If you want me to look over your cover letter or anything, let me know.  I'm at a school today but feel free to call tonight or this weekend: 718.791.8062
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