Astronomy: Pacing Guide for a Half Year Course
	Unit
	Concepts/Topics
	Text Ref.

Chaisson
	Time

	Part 1: Foundations
	A. The Copernican Revolution: The Birth of Modern Science
	Page 1
	3 Days

	
	B. Light and Matter: The Inner Workings of the Cosmos

	Page 40
	6 Days

	
	C. Telescopes: The Tools of Astronomy
	Page 72
	6 Days



	
	
	
	

	Part 2: Our Planetary System
	A. The Solar System: Interplanetary Matter and the Birth of the Planets
	Page 102
	5 Days

	
	B. Earth and Its Moon: Our Cosmic Backyard 
	Page 124
	6 Days

	
	C. The Terrestrial Planets: A Study in Contrasts 
	Page 155
	5 Days

	
	D. The Jovian Planets: Giants of the Solar System
	Page 180
	5 Days

	
	E. Moons, Rings, and Pluto: Small Worlds Among Giants
	Page 202
	4 Days

	
	
	
	

	Part 3: The Stars
	A. The Sun: Our Parent Star

	Page 230
	6 Days

	
	B. Measuring the Stars: Giants, Dwarfs, and the Main Sequence
	Page 255
	2 Days

	 
	C. The Interstellar Medium: Birthplace of Stars

	Page 280
	2 Days

	
	D. Stellar Evolution: The Lives and Deaths of Stars
	Page 312
	5 Days

	
	E. Neutron Stars and Black Holes: Strange States of Matter

	Page 344
	4 Days

	Part 4: Galaxies and the Universe
	A. The Milky Way Galaxy: A Grand Design
	Page 388
	6 Days

	
	B. Normal and Active Galaxies: Building Blocks of the Universe 
	Page 415
	2 Days

	
	C. Hubble’s Law and Dark Matter: The Large-Scale Structure of the Cosmos
	Page 450
	2 Days

	
	D. Cosmology: The Big Bang and the Fate of the Universe
	Page 477
	6 Days

	
	E. Life in the Universe: Are We Alone?
	Page 496
	5 Days


