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Are You Ready?

Earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, or even volcanic eruptions can endanger homes and lives.  Just hearing about them can be scary!

What natural disasters are most likely to happen in your area?  How can you be prepared? 

You will research each of these types of natural disaster, and the areas of our country where each occurs most often.  Then, you will select one which could happen in your area, and create a disaster plan for your home.  Be sure to include a disaster kit that can be accessed in the event of an emergency.

Are You Ready?  Rubric

	
	Novice
	Apprentice
	Practitioner
	Expert

	Disaster Research


	studies 3 of the 5 major natural disasters in Practitioner, and for each:

· defines the term

· 1-2 possible effects


	studies 4 of the 5 major natural disasters in Practitioner, and for each:
· defines the term

· 2-3 possible effects

· regions of the u.s. where it occurs
	studies all 5 major natural disasters: earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, and volcanic       eruptions, and for each:
· defines the term

· 1-2 major causes

· how long the event can last

· 4-5 possible effects

· regions of the U.S. where it occurs


	all of

Practitioner plus gathers the same information for:

· wildfires

· extreme cold

· extreme heat




Are You Ready?  Rubric (cont.)
	Disaster Map
	map of U.S., showing 3-4 natural disasters, and where they occur


	· map of U.S., showing all 5 natural disasters, and where they occur

· key or color-coding used to guide the reader


	· map of U.S., showing all 5 natural disasters, and where they occur

· key and color-coding used to guide the reader
	all of

Practitioner

plus additional 3 natural disasters represented on map

	Selected Disaster


	· selects one disaster which could occur in student’s region

· 3-4 vocabulary terms are identified
	· selects one disaster which could occur in student’s region

· 3-4 vocabulary terms which are specific to that disaster are identified and defined
	· selects one disaster which could occur in student’s region

· 5 vocabulary terms which are specific to that disaster are identified and defined

· how the disaster can be predicted


	all of

Practitioner

plus a newspaper article, describing a past occurrence of the disaster in the region

	Emergency

Plan


	1 tip for surviving the emergency, and 1 of the 3 other elements in Practitioner
	2-3 tips for surviving the emergency, and 2 of the 3 other elements in Practitioner
	· alternate shelter

· emergency phone numbers

· evacuation plan

· 4-5 tips for surviving the emergency
	all of

Practitioner

plus additional tips for helping those who are:

· young children

· elderly

· disabled



	Disaster

Kit


	lists 4-5 items to be included in kit
	· 6-7 items

· written explanation of why each item was included
	· 8-10 items,  listed in order of priority

· written explanation of why each item was included
	all of

Practitioner

plus creates

the kit and places it in a safe location at home




Are You Ready?  Websites
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/edu/
National Severe Storms Laboratory education page – lesson plans and facts about tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, winter weather, and more

http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/specials/articles/0,6709,1100402,00.html
This website has Time for Kids articles on hurricanes, stories of the aftermath, pictures, letters from children, and ways to help.

http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/hurricanekatrina/
This website contains child friendly articles, maps, and ways to help.

http://www.fema.gov/kids/dizarea.htm
FEMA for Kids: The Disaster Area

http://www.weatherwizkids.com/index.htm
Weather Wiz Kids – ABC news affiliate website

Are You Ready?  Scaffold
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