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Session III Overview 

• Brief discussion of progress so far 

• Qualitative Data Analysis  

• Writing up findings 

• The final paper, presentations 

• Q & A on your studies 

 

Credit:  NASA 



Poll: Who has begun to analyze their data? 



Let’s Share… 

• Have you begun your analysis? 

• What are your data sources? 

• What challenges have you experienced or what 

challenges to you foresee? 

• What has been your favorite part so far in the 

action research process? 



Qualitative Research, Revisited 

•Inductive 

•Strong attention to details 

•Interpretive, interested in meanings 

•Small sample size 

•Contextual 

•In-depth 

•Naturalistic 

•Not meant to be generalized 

http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/ 



Where should you be in your study? 

• Data collection 

• Analysis 

• Writing 

 

• Moving forward: How can you ensure that your 

research findings are of high quality? 



Rigor, Revisited 

• Triangulation of Data Sources 

• Member Checking 

• Peer debriefing 

• Rigor in Analysis Techniques 

 

Credits: Library of Congress & GLOBE program 



Steps for Analyzing Qualitative Data . . . 

1. Determine the sources to be used. 

 

2. Study each source individually 

a. Examine line-by-line, item by item and make notes 

(“memoing”) 

b. Categorize and sort – consider using a visual 

representation (colors, numbers, letters, chart, table, 

etc.) 

c. Chunk pieces of data together that fit into categories 

(find themes across all data sets) 



NYSDOE, 2009 

Student Work 



Interview Transcripts 





. . . Steps for Analyzing Qualitative Data . . . 

 

3. Note ideas that emerge across data sets – what are 

major themes? 

  Are all themes relevant? 

 

4. Note what doesn’t fit– why not? 

  Are outliers significant? 

 

5. Review your research questions– do they still fit? 

 



Steps for Analyzing Qualitative Data 

 

6. Time for member-checking and peer debriefing! 

 

7. Go through your data multiple times 

 

8. Return to your themes and choose ‘exemplars’ that support 

your themes to begin writing (These are examples from 

your raw data that best illustrate the phenomena you are 

trying to show). Do not include all data in the body of your 

paper! 

 



A Great Overview:   

http://oldweb.madison.k12.wi.us/sod/car/caranalyzingdata.html 



Writing Up Your Analysis - Methods 

The Methods Section of your 

Action Research Report will 

eventually contain: 

– Setting and participants 

– Data Sources 

• Describe each type 

• Include a description of any 

instruments (copies in appendix) 

– Questionnaires 

– Assessment probes 

– Interview protocols 

– Data Analysis Techniques 

• Specifically what YOU DID 

– Elements of rigor 





Writing Up Your Research - Findings 

 

1. Tell the story of what your data shows 

- be very descriptive 

2. Use exemplars to support your findings 

- these are examples from data that support your themes 

- Create appendices to support exemplar findings.  



Sample Findings –  



Sample Findings –  



Data Analysis 

• Refer to the rubric. 

• Suggestion- Speak to the findings from each 

source independently.   

• Discuss how you analyzed your data   

• Include direct quotes, specific results. 

• DUE: March 17 

 



Writing Up Your Research - Discussion 

• This is where you explain what your findings mean 

• Use the context of your literature review to make 

connections to existing body of knowledge 

• Be sure to revisit your research question in light of 

your findings 

 

 



Writing Up Your Research - Conclusion 

• Briefly summarize what you found and what it 

means (one-two paragraphs) 

• Discuss the implications for your study in your 

class, school and the field of education in general 

• Make the connection between research 

questions methods results 



Presentation – Due March 24  

Presentations  March 26 

• Three slides: 

– Research questions, purpose of your study, why are 

you interested in this study? MAJOR lit review points 

– BRIEF outline of data collection and analysis 

– Major findings & Personal Reflections on action 

research and what you’ve gained 

• Please be BRIEF!! MAX 4 Minutes!  

• Please submit to the dropbox by 12 noon on the 

25th – Thank you! 



Final Paper – Helpful Hints 
• Sections: 

•Introduction 

•Literature Review 

•Methods 

•(include: Setting and Participants, Data 

Collection and Data Analysis 

explanations here) 

•Findings 

•Discussion 

•Conclusion 
 

•Address comments on previous section drafts 
 

•Use the rubric to guide your work 
 

•Due March 31 
 



Deadlines and Follow up 

• 2nd Conferences are not necessary- only by 

request  

• March 17- Data Analysis 

• March 24- PPT in Dropbox 

• March 26- Presentations 

• March 31- Final Papers  



Questions on your research process? 


