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Updates 

 

• Let’s discuss… 

• Brief summary of what your study is about.  

• How is your study going? 

• What are your successes so far? 

• What are your struggles so far? 

• What challenges are you expecting? 



Session II Overview 

• Literature review: Next steps 

• Question development 

• Introduction to qualitative 

research 

– Data collection methods 

– Looking ahead to data 

analysis 

– Ethical considerations 

• Brief discussion of concerns 

 

Credit:  NASA 



Literature Reviews – next steps 

• Expand in sections 

 

• Add to review as your 

research progresses, 

questions shift, etc. 

 



Question Development 

• What problem are you trying to address? 

• What will your intervention be? 

(Capiobianco et al, 2004) 



Question Development 

• Only one or two questions 

• Question may change over the course of your 

study so do not feel like you are boxed in 

• Should be specific, yet open-ended enough to 

allow for data to direct your analysis 

• Should be answerable from your data! 

• Must be important and new 

 



Qualitative Research 

•Inductive 

•Strong attention to details 

•Interpretive, interested in meanings 

•Small sample size 

•Contextual 

•In-depth/descriptive 

•Naturalistic 

•Not meant to be generalized for  

all cases, but instead serve as an 

observed phenomena 



(Glesne & Peshkin,1992) 



http://oldweb.madison.k12.wi.us/sod/car/cartechniques.html 



Data Sources 

Poll:  What types of data sources are you considering for your study? 





Photographs 





Interviews 







Elements of Rigor in Qualitative 

Research 

• Triangulation of Data Sources 

• Member Checking 

• Peer debriefing 

• Rigor in Analysis Techniques 

 
***** Should all be mentioned in 

your analysis******* 

 

Credits: Library of Congress & GLOBE program 



Example of Triangulation in Action 

Research 

© S Waters-Adams, Faculty of Education, 

University of Plymouth, 2006 



Ethics in Research 

• Issues relating directly to your study 

• Protecting students 

• Consent forms 

 

Credit: Hope College Department of Education  



Credit: Mettal, G. 

Ethics in Research 



General Guidelines for Protecting 

Students 

• Talk to your Administrator 

• Voluntary Participation 

• Informed Consent for 

Parents/Guardians 

– Include description & 

purpose of study 

• Student Assent 

• Assurance of 

Confidentiality 

• Signatures of 

parent/guardian & date 

Credit: NASA 



Sample Consent Form 



Next Steps – Research Plan Draft 

• Due September 30 

• Overview and timeline of study 

• Setting 

• How data will be collected 

• Triangulation and rigor for your study 

• How will your analyze data? 

• Use discussion board to ask colleagues for 

ideas and support 



Final Poll Question 

• Do you plan on publishing your study? 



• Great job on the posts! 

 

 

 

• Please remember to stick to the deadlines 



Lingering questions or concerns? 


