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	The term educator has many different meanings. Many different teachers have different beliefs and views of what education truly means and how it should be presented.  A teacher’s philosophy can affect a child’s education which sets the tone for the rest of his or her life.  Students should be allowed to take an active part in their education. Teachers should provide students the opportunity to do hands on experiments, make choices and draw inferences, work cooperatively as problem solvers, and challenge students to become engaged thinkers. 
As educators we have the job to help our students grow to be well rounded citizens with good problem solving skills.  Students are entitled to a quality education that provides active and thought-provoking learning experience.  Additionally as educators we enable students to become successful individuals.  As teachers we should challenge students and provide them with as many different learning experiences as possible.  Teachers should approach their students as individuals who can share their knowledge with their fellow students and their teacher.  Student’s brains are not empty containers waiting to be filled by the teacher but through exploration and engaging in hands on activities students can also contribute to filling his or her own brain container.
The role of the teacher should be to guide and challenge students.  Teachers should not stand at the front of the classroom and lecture students as they take mindlessly take notes.  Many different learning experiences should be provided to the students to ensure that every individual’s learning style is fulfilled.  Hands on activities, visual opportunities, and auditory experiences offer quality alternatives to the traditional teacher lecture.  As teachers, we should also challenge students by providing them with various types of assessments that allow them to demonstrate creative and problem solving skills with the application of the learned content.  	Comment by  Meghan Marrero: Well said.
Not only is my role as a teacher to challenge students and not only help them develop the skills they need to become problem solvers but also to help sharpen their communication skills by teaching them different ways to express their thoughts and feelings.  Incorporating activities that help them build their study skills and work ethic will also foster success.  Science should be taught in the way to show students how their subject is connected to the real world.  My duty is to make the subject come alive and enable student understanding of how learning science impacts the world and how science process occur daily in everyday life.	Comment by  Meghan Marrero: Awesome!
The No Child Left Behind Act, is a good idea but it’s implementation needs to be revised.   To ensure that every student is special and their needs are treated as if each one had an individual educational plan.  Part of my planning modifications is reading to be informed to be able to meet all Special Education Students IEP plans.  As a professional I modify and adjust instruction for all students not only those who have mandated needs.  Challenging students is my duty as well as providing them with the tools and services they need to be successful.  	Comment by  Meghan Marrero: Amen.
  Public perceptions of the job of the teacher are often a negative one.   Teachers are often seen as babysitters and seen as lucky because they have the summer off.  The general public doesn’t see all the hard work, sweat, and tears of teachers.  Education field constantly changes and evolves and teachers have to evolve and change to continue to be effective.    We may have put hours into lessons and may have to change because of student’s behaviors or unplanned events.  Flexibility is a valuable asset in the teaching profession.
   	As an educator, I strive to challenge, provide, and care for my students.  I want to help them be problem solvers, successful citizens, and well rounded individuals.  I try to remain positive and consistent with my high expectations of my students so they realize every choice has consequences whether it is a positive or negative.  I hope to be a positive influence in their lives.  Presenting information in an engaging and though provoking way helps sets the tone for my classroom and represents my philosophy of teaching, which promotes a positive learning environment.  The tone of my classroom continues to echo in the lives of my students as they see science as a life connection rather than an isolated subject.	Comment by  Meghan Marrero: Thanks for sharing, April.  This was clearly well thought-out and heartfelt.

