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DESCRIPTION OF THE SETTING

     The setting for this study is two fourth grade Science classrooms in Gibbon, Nebraska.  This small school located in south central Nebraska is in a town of approximately 1,700 residents.  The population for this school is diverse, with nearly fifty percent English Language Learners, and forty-eight percent are at the poverty level.  There are 54 students in this class, thirty are female, and twenty-four are male.
     This study centers on whether or not a female student’s perceptions about insects can be changed through education and exposure. Therefore, the main participants will be female.  These participants will be selected through an initial questionnaire.  This questionnaire will center on a student’s perceptions of animals in general, whether or not they have pets at home, their time spent in nature areas, and their perception of insects.  Up to four female students with negative perceptions of insects will be selected.  Ideally, two female Hispanic students and two female Caucasian students will be selected.  These four students will be interviewed to get additional perspectives about their feelings having to do with insects.
DESCRIPTION OF DATA COLLECTION/TRIANGULATION
     After the initial questionnaire, all the students in the class will be educated about different types of insects.  They will learn about their eating habits, their preferred environment, and their lifecycle.  All of the students in the class will also be exposed to both live and preserved insect specimens.  They will be allowed to interact, touch, and in some cases, hold the insects.  In addition, they will listen to a presentation given by a female entomologist.
     After all each of the classroom experiences, the students will journal about their experiences that day, and what their feelings were about the particular activity.  The journals will be collected and the four test subject’s entries will be used as data to determine whether or not the education and exposure given to them was effective.  Pictures will also be taken of the various activities, in order to have a record of the student’s attitudes, feelings and level of participation during the activities.  Teacher observations of the four female student’s participation of the activities will be collected.	Comment by Amanda M Gunning: Try to journal or reflect about it as soon as you can after you observe it – and don’t talk to anyone about it until after you do so, that can dilute your reflection
     After all of the classroom sessions, the four female students that were selected for the study will again be interviewed.  They will be asked what part of the classroom experiences they liked, what they did not like, and what information they learned about insects.  They will be asked if their perceptions about insects have at all changed, and what changed their minds.	Comment by Amanda M Gunning: Do you mean after each or after the unit or several lessosn?
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY RATIONALE	Comment by Amanda M Gunning: This is good and I am glad it is here!
     According to Tierney and Dilley, interviewing is key to many forms of qualitative education research (Tierney, W.G.; and Dilley, P., 2002).  It is a way of determining what a researcher thinks or feels about his or her world (Rubin, Herbert J.; and Rubin, Irene S., 2005).  Interviewing will be important to my research because I will be able to hear from my students themselves how their perceptions have been formed, what they are, and how they have changed because of what I have done in my classroom.	Comment by Amanda M Gunning: You mean a participant?
     In the book Observation Techniques, Structured to Unstructured, Bill Gillham writes that “structured observation is as accurate as a questionnaire is of what people think” (Gillham, 2008).  Observations will be an important component in my research because I can see how my students interact and react during the project, providing an extra piece of useful data to determine if the project was successful.
DATA ANALYSIS	Comment by Amanda M Gunning: What you have is good, but then you also need to think about how you will look at all of that data together – will you code it? Organize it by category? Wirte about it in a narrative? There are many ways to analyze data and you have to explicitly explain how you will do it. 
     The pre-interview will give the teacher a glimpse into the feelings the students have about insects.  The next step, journaling, should show an in depth view of how the students feel about the activities, and how the activities are or are not changing their views about insects over time.  To complement this, the teacher observations will show how well students participated, and document their attitudes during the activities.  Pictures taken by the teacher during the activities will further document whether or not a change occurred.  Finally, the post-interview will provide an in depth view of the perceptions of the students at the conclusion of the study.  All of these together should support whether or not a change truly occurred.
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