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This is my sixth year teaching and I have taught 1st, 4th, and 5th grades, and am now teaching a Writing and Science Lab for 3rd-5th grade students.  I know several teachers that I started teaching with that have spent all 6 years in the same grade level and/or classroom.  I think there are advantages and disadvantages for staying in the same spot, but I think that my educational philosophy and teaching experiences are largely due to being exposed to different classes and grade levels/ages of students.


My first year teaching doesn’t really count (does anyone’s?) and truthfully I’ve blocked most of it out and buried it somewhere in my subconscious.  Seriously though, I didn’t enjoy teaching 1st grade because I didn’t enjoy teaching the basics without the content.  I didn’t know it at the time, but I was miserable trying to teach words that rhyme with blue (flew, drew, new).  My second year I moved to fourth grade and was much happier. I spent two years there and moved to fifth for two years.  My role as a teacher is much different in an intermediate elementary classroom than in a primary classroom, and for my personality it just is a better fit for me.

One of the reasons I enjoy the grade levels I’m teaching now is because I can be more of a facilitator than instructor.  I enjoy doing small-group projects whether it is reading, writing, math, science or integrated activities.  Of course, my classroom management is a lot better than my first year also, but as far as small-groups go my students generally can stay on task with minimal direction (for review or extension activities of course).  I enjoy teaching students how to think and reason and discuss with their peers.  

I am also very explicit when it comes to giving directions or teaching new content.  When I changed from 1st to 4th grade I didn’t give clear directions and assumed that by fourth grade they know how to do things like raise their hand before speaking, or walk in a straight line for lunch.  I can picture someone reading this giggling at that statement because I also had to re-teach that in 5th grade, and the middle and high school teachers out there probably have to re-teach that also
.  I think it’s important to assume they know absolutely nothing when you start teaching, especially if it’s a “new” concept because seriously, they just don’t remember.   It’s important to be patient and kind and not treat them like they’re idiots because they don’t remember something from the previous year, or five minutes ago.

It took me a long time to adjust to my new schedule this year (six classes a day instead of one) because I like to take my time when I’m teaching.  I like to move quickly over concepts that they get quickly and slow down when it takes a little longer.  With the new schedule and different classes every 40 minutes, I often feel rushed.  I also try to keep them all on the same activity and I actually feel bad when I know some don’t get it and I have to move on the next day, hoping that their classroom teacher will go over it more in the classroom (like they have time). Overall I think I’ve been pretty successful with preparing my students with what they need to know.  I feel this year that they are not “my” students though, and that’s the thing that I miss the most. 


Lastly, I think it is extremely important to plan with other teachers and collaborate on lessons and activities.  This year we have to do that (five 4th grade teachers and five 5th grade teachers I plan with weekly, and 3rd grade starting this week), but even before I liked to see what everyone else was doing to find new, better ways to teach.   I think with my experience in different grade levels this has helped me the most, because I have never gotten into the “this is what I always do” rut that I now see many of my friends/colleagues getting into.  And I hope I never do!

�Yup! (


�By pursuing PD opportunities like this one, you will never get there.  (





