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'PROPOSAL SUBMISSION
Alicia Madeka

Title: Addressing S. T.E. M. phobia - Easing Away Your Fears

Rationale: T chose this topic because I have talked with many of my colleagucs who
typically do not display the same level of love of science that I have. Many of them
stick to the activities found in the science textbook and don't ever venture away from
them. 1 thought it would be a nice challenge to change their minds. 1 want them
to experience just how much fun they can have while showing them how casy it is
to incorporate S.T.E.M. subjects, specifically engineering, into any part of the
curriculum.

Audience: Upon approval from School City of Hammond, I am seeking to invite all
the third grade teachers in my district. I believe it's around 35-40 teachers. The
average class size s around 26 students. As a backup, I will present to all the
colleagues at my school (12 teachers) with approximately 280 combined students.

1 have already reccived permission from my principal to link it as a professional
development day.

Materials and Activiies: I created a Mars unit specifically to use toward
Leadership Distinction. 1 will be providing a copy of this unit to each participant
along with ideas of how to modify it for the various grade levels. This unit
includes all the major areas of the curriculum: spelling, language, reading and
‘math along with components of art and engincering. 1 also plan on introducing the
participants to the world of Design Squad and will have them compete in several,
quick engincering challenges that will lead them through the design process.

Site: Upon approval from School City of Hammond, I will use a room in our
Adminstartion Building. Tt will hopefully take place sometime in April according
to scheduling commitments. The session will run from 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
There will be no access to computers at this site. As a backup, the PD will take
place in our gym. It would also be held in April. (March is a complete testing
‘month: IREAD, ISTEP, ACUITY - all in a row). The session will run from 2:45
p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Teachers will have access to computers at this site.

Survey: I will probably have them fill out a KWL type of worksheet including a small
‘matching quiz using various vocabulary words specifically linked to enginecring.

1 will also want to know what they are already doing in the class that goes beyond
science and what their expectations are for their students and from me.
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Expectations: I will expect everyone to have a great time and be able to use the
material I provide in their classrooms without feeling that uncomfortable stress that
sometimes appears with new ideas and activities. I will also expect them to fill out
a survey rating the professional development workshop using a scale of 1-5.

Follow up: I will provide each participant with a small journal to record the days
they conclude an activity or lesson. It will have spaces to critique each activity or
lesson for overall success as well as list problems that came up. I will provide them
with an envelope to send it back to me by a specific date. I will also provide my
email address in case there are questions that may arise beforehand dealing with
resources, actual materials, and any additional modifications that may be needed.

T 'will also try to keep up through simple motivational emails: “You can do it!”

Data Collection: I will use their journals, surveys, and email correspondences
to analyze the success of the workshop. I will also ask them to take pictures
whenever possible that they can share with me.




