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PLEASE SING BELOW AND RETURN TO MRS. WOOD

September 21, 2009

Dear Parents,

I am delighted to inform you that your child’s teacher is participating in a special NASA Endeavor sponsored initiative, NASA’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics) Action Research Project.  The goal of Action Research is to improve student performance in science and to help students develop their scientific literacy.
In conjunction with the Endeavor Fellowship Program, Mrs. Wood will be conducting studies to examine how student learning increases with more emphasis in teaching with technology (e.g. power points).  Students may be asked to take part in questionnaires and focus-group interviews over the course of fall and winter trimesters.  Your child may be asked, for example, to discuss their interest and engagement with learning based more from technology than just the textbok.  Interviews will be videotaped but real names will NOT be tied to the study.  Students will only be identified by first initials.

Choosing to participate or not participate in the Action Research Project will have no bearing on students’ academic performance and you may ‘opt out` of the action research project.  Results of the Action Research Project will be made known by East Valley Central Middle School and may be presented at conferences or in journal articles.  In addition, video clips may be used to promote NASA’s Endeavor Fellowship Science Project.

Thank you very much for this opportunity to work with you and your child on the important task of this Action Research Project.

Sincerely,

Christy Wood

East Valley Central Middle School

7th and 8th Grade Science Teacher

509-573-7504

I am a parent or legal guardian of the child below and the child has my permission to participate in the Action Research Project Mrs. Wood is conducting.

_______________________________________           ___________________

Parent Signature                                                                    Date

Child’s Name __________________________________________________________
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