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Research Plan Draft
Overview and timeline of study
· Overview-
· My plan is to have the students complete a questionnaire (attached) to determine who suffers from math anxiety.  (I am using the survey from the article Math Curse or Math Anxiety in Teaching Children Mathematics.) I will read each question aloud and answer any questions the students may have.  I will look for the answer (worried) to questions #6, “When I am asked to do math problems, I feel (confident, worried, indifferent). 
· The students will draw (on the back of the questionnaire) how they feel while taking a math test and how they feel after.
· I will lead a class discussion (after the survey is collected) while keeping a researcher’s journal.  I will ask for comments about taking math tests (and record them) which will serve two purposes:  
· One, it introduces the idea that we will be trying out a new kind of math test and we will do practice during the week 
· Two, I can jot down names during the discussion to serve as a “member check” for the questionnaires.  I will continue to keep this journal throughout my time with the class and record anything related to math anxiety.
· I will interview the regular classroom teacher (because I will be doing my study during an eight day substitute placement) to get insider knowledge.  I will ask her to identify students she thinks gets nervous on tests, what level those students are, if she administers test regularly, and what type of test she administers.
· The students will take a test with the new format that I will create with the answers already worked out (some with errors, some worked correctly.) At the beginning and the end of the test there will be the question, “Right now I feel _______.”  The following questions will also be at the end of the test:    
· Was this kind of test  (easier, harder, no difference) Why?
· Do you think you could do (better, worse, no difference) on tests prepared like this one? Why?
· Would tests prepared like this one make you feel (confident,  worried, no difference) than a regular test? Why?
· Timeline
· I begin an eight day substitute position on February 29.  I will implement my study as quickly as possible.  This will give me time to look at the results and change anything if need be.  
Setting
The setting is in a school that is #1 in free and reduced lunch.  The class room is in lowest level class in second grade with the highest behavior problems.  
· 
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How data will be collected
· The data will be collected in the classroom by myself.
Triangulation and rigor for your study
· I will triangulate the;
· teacher’s answers,
· questionnaire results,
· pictures drawn by the students on the back of the questionnaire,
· test results,
· answers to the questions at the beginning and end of the re-formatted test,
· and the researcher’s journal.
· I will look for definite trends and focus on the students that are exemplars.  
How will you analyze data 
· Using the students that are exemplars, I will look at the re-formatted test results.  I will look for the answers to:
· How they feel before and after the test
· The answers to;
· Was this kind of test  (easier, harder, no difference) Why?
· Do you think you could do (better, worse, no difference) on tests prepared like this one? Why?
· Would tests prepared like this one make you feel (confident,  worried, no difference) than a regular test? Why?
· The test results
· Categorize results high, medium, low scores and see if the identified student falls into the teacher’s opinion of their math ability.
· Use the data collected in the researcher’s journal and compare my observations with the above data.
		







First name:_____________________________
Male    Female					 Age:_____________________
 Circle One
1) My favorite hobby is ______________________.  I am good at it because ___________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
2) My best subject is_________________________.  I am good at it because __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
3) I ( like, do not like ) math.  Why? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4) I feel that I am ( good, not so good ) at math.  Why? ___________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
5) Compared to other students in my class, I feel that I do ( better, worse, about the same ) as they do in math class.  Why? _____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
6) When I am asked to do math problems, I feel ( confident, worried, indifferent ) Why? 
______________________________________________________________________________
7) When I grow up, I think I ( will, will not ) use math.  Why? _______________________
______________________________________________________________________________
8) My best experience in math was when _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
9) If I could change one thing about math class it would be ________________________


Draw a picture on the back.  Describe how you feel before a math test and after a math test.

Teacher Interview
Identify students who get nervous while taking a math test.  Are they above average (+), on level (blank), lower level (-).  Do you think anxiety affects their grades? (yes/no)
	Name
	Level
	Affect grades

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	


		
Do you administer tests regularly?
What type of tests?





Test
Name____________________________
How do you feel right now? ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



Test questions



Was this kind of test  (easier, harder, no difference) Why? ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Do you think you could do (better, worse, no difference) on tests prepared like this one? 
Why? ______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Would tests prepared like this one make you feel (confident, worried, no difference) than a regular test?  Why? ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
 How do you feel right now? ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________


Researcher’s Journal
	Student’s name
	Comment

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	





