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I find that this curriculum lends itself easily to the incorporation of current events in the Earth Science context.  In the past, I had begun requiring my students to find a weekly current event based on our topic of study.  This proved to be an excellent way to bring our science lessons “to life”.  It is my philosophy that the students understand that science is not a stagnant subject in which you read from a textbook but, rather an ongoing, evolutionary, and current area of study.  It is important that they understand that the scientific concepts they are learning at this level is the foundation of which current scientist base their research.  The current event articles my students were required to submit proved successful and the students found interesting articles from cancer research to space discoveries to using hamster wheels as alternative energy sources.  If there is a hope that the upcoming generations are to be successful critical thinkers, they must look at historic, current and future research strategies.


I found three articles that I believe help demonstrate: 1. the interconnectedness of the different spheres and, 2. that science is an ongoing, evolving field of study.  The first of the articles is titled “Volcanoes Spawn Mini-Cyclones, Then Lightning 'Sheaths'”.  This article demonstrates how the heat and ash sent into the atmosphere from an erupting volcano can change the atmospheric conditions around that particular geographic location. (Ker 2009) 


My second article by Richard A. Lovett, goes further to show research being conduct that connect Space Science and its relationship to the atmosphere, hydrosphere, and biosphere.  The research conducted by J. Curt Stager suggest that the amount of rain, and in turn the water level of Lake Victoria, coincide with an 11-year sun sport cycle.  This article demonstrates how one occurrence may involve multiple spheres at one time. (August 2007)


The last article focuses on the Lithosphere and in particular the theory of isostatic equilibrium and the mantel's crust.  The research scientist suggests that the varying density of the Earth's crust may be partially due to hot spots located beneath the surface.  The heat from the hot spot decreases the density of the rock layer above.  This could help explain why some portions of the Earth ride higher or lower in the fluid mantel below. (Lovett June 2007)  


The above are just a few of many examples available for students to make the necessary connections between differing science fields of study.  I will, once again, require my students to read and report on a weekly current event assignment.  Without this type of study on the students' part, science will be flat and lifeless.
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