Logic Class
SCA - Mrs. Woody

Q3: Week 1 - Cognitive Biases

availability
heuristic

Your judgments are influenced by what

springs most easily to mind.

How recent, emotionally powerful, or unusual your memories are can
make them seem more relevant. This, in tum, can cause you to apply
them too readily.

&

Try to gain different perspectives and relevant statistical
information rather than relying purely on first judgments and
emotive influences.

Example: When we see news reports
about homicides, child abductions, and
other terrible crimes it can make us
believe that these events are much more
common and threatening to us than is
actually the case.
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Why do you think we are exposed to more
headlines about scary or upsetting stories?

curse of
L knowledge

Once you understand something you presume

it to be obvious to everyone.

Things makes sense once they make sense, so it can be hard to
remember why they didn't. We build complex networks of understanding
and forget how intricate the path to our available knowledge really is
When teaching someone something new, go slow and explain like

they're ten years old (without being patronizing). Repeat key points
and facilitate active practice to help embed knowledge.

This bias is closely related to the
hindsight bias wherein you will tend to
believe that an event was predictable all
along once it has occurred. We have
difficulty reconstructing our own prior
mental states of confusion and ignorance
once we have clear knowledge.

Does basic insecurity play a role in our belief that
truths we discover are obvious to everyone?

Keep this worksheet in your folder or notebook.



